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LIST OF LES^OJ^ CHAPTERS AND SCRIPTURE 

REFERENCES— PART I. 

CHAPTER I.. In tub . Beginning (Genesis 1:1-5). 
**SUPPLEMEN|TARY'eHAPTER A. The Garden of 
Eden ( Genesis Y: 15-25).'* '^ 
CHAPTER II. Hiding from God (Genesis 3: 1-15). 
CHAPTER III. Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:3-15). 
^♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER B. Review of 
Chapters I.-IV. 
♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER C. The Building 
OF THE Ark (Genesis 6:13-22). 
CHAPTER IV. The Flood and the Rainbow 
(Genesis 8:6-19; 9:12-19). 
♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER D. The Call of 
Abraham (Genesis 11 : 31 — 12 : 9). 
CHAPTER V. Giving Lot the Fjrst Choice. Gen- 
esis 13:1-13, 18). 
♦♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER E. Abraham's 
Rescue of Lot (Genesis 14:8-24). 
CHAPTER VI. Abraham Entertaining Angels 

(Genesis 18:1-8). 
♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER F. The Doom of 

Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18: 17-33). 
♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER G. Review of 

Chapters V.-F. 
♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER H. Ishmael in 
THE Wilderness (Genesis 21:14-21). 
CHAPTER VII. Abraham Willing to Offer Isaac 

(Genesis 22:1-19). 
CHAPTER VIII. Rebekah at the Well (Genesis 
24:1-27). 
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♦SUPPLEMENTAEY CHAPTEE I. Esau's Folly 

AND Jacob's Cunning (Genesis 25 : 27-34; 27 : 1-17) . 

CHAPTER IX. Jacob's Vision of a Ladder to 

Heaven (Genesis 28:10-22). 

♦♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTEE J. The Meeting 

OF Jacob and Esau (Genesis 32: 3-21; 33: 1-4). 
♦♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTEE K. Eeview of 
Chapters F.-J. 
CHAPTEE X. Joseph Sold into Egypt (Genesis 
37:12-36). 
♦ SUPPLEMENT AEY CHAPTEE L. Joseph and the 

Butler and Baker (Genesis 40: 1-23). 
CHAPTEE XL From Prison to Palace (Genesis 
41:1-14). 
♦♦SUPPLEMENT AEY CHAPTEE M. Joseph's 
Brothers' Visit to Egypt (Genesis 43:16-34). 
CHAPTEE XII. The Family of Israel Moves into 

Egypt (Genesis 46: 1-7, 28-34; 50: 15-26). 
CHAPTEE XIII. Eeview of Chapters X>XII. 
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LIST OP LESSON" CHAPTEES AND SCEIPTUEE 

EEPEEENCES— PAET 11. 

CHAPTEE XIV. The Early Life of Moses (Exodus 
2:5-15). 

CHAPTEE XV. The Burning Bush at Horeb (Exo- 
dus 2:16-25; 3:1-14). 

**SUPPLEMENTAEY CHAPTEE N. Moses and 
Aaron Before Pharaoh (Exodus 6:28; 7:25). 

CHAPTEE XVI. The Passover Night (Exodus 12: 
21-36). 

CHAPTEE XVII. The Crossing of the Eed Sea 
(Exodus 14:5-31). 

CHAPTEE XVIII. Manna in the Wilderness (Exo- 
dus 16:1-31). 

CHAPTEE XIX. The Giving of the Law (Exodus 
19:1-6, 16-20; 20:1-21). 

♦SUPPLEMENTAEY CHAPTEE 0. The Tabernacle. 
IN THE Wilderness (Exodus 33: 7-11; 40: 17-38). 

**SUPPLEMENTAEY CHAPTEE P. The Eash Act 
OP Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10: 1-11). 

CHAPTEE XX. The Eeport of the Spies (Numbers 
13:16-33; 14:26-38). 

♦SUPPLEMENTAEY CHAPTEE Q. Troubles in the 
Wilderness (Numbers 20 : 2-13 ; 21 :' 1-9) . 

*SUPPLEMENTAEY CHAPTEE E. Balaam and 
King Balak's Offer (Numbers 22:21-35). 

CHAPTEE XXI, How God Honored Moses (Deut- 
eronomy 34: 1-12). 

♦SUPPLEMENTAEY CHAPTEE S. Eeview of Chap- 
ters XIV-XXI. 

**SUPPLEMENTAEY CHAPTEE T. Joshua Ap- 
ED Leader of Israel (Joshua 1: 1-18). 
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♦STTPPLEMENTAEY CnAPTER U. Haiiab and the 

Si»iios (Joshua 2:1-24). 
**S I JPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER V. The Israelites 

Crossing the Jordan (Joshua 3: 1-17), 
CHAPTER XXII. The Siege of Jericho (Joshua 

6:1-27). 
**SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER W. Defeat and 

Victory at Ai (Joshua7: 1-26). 
**SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER X. Joshua and the 

Tricky Gibeonites (Joshua 9: 1-27). 
** SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER Y. Joshua^s Battle 

Against Five Kings (Joshua 10: 1-27). 
♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER Za. Joshua's Last 

Address (Joshua 24:1-33). 
♦♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER Zb. Deborah and 

Barak Defeat Sisera (Judges 4: 1-22). 
♦♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER Zc. The Call of 

Gideon (Judges 6:1-40). 
CHAPTER XXIII. Gideon's Battle With Lamps 

AND Pitchers (Judges 7: 1-25). 
♦SUPPLEMENTRY CHAPTER Zd. The Story of 

Ruth (Ruth 2:1-23). 
CHAPTER XXIY. A Strong and Affectionate 

Young Man (Judges 14: 1-18). 
♦♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER Ze. Samson's Sad 

End (Judges 16:4-31). 
CHAPTER XXV. The Boy Samuel (I Samuel 3: 

1-21). 
♦♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER Zf. The End of 

Eli's House (I Samuel 4: 1-18; 7: 1,2). 
CHAPTER XXVI. Review of Chapters Zb to Zf. 
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DIRECTIONS TO TEACHEES. 



This Course of Old Testament Lessons is intended for 
Scholars of about eight to ten years of age, who are able to 
read and write as well as the average pupil of the highest 
grades of the Primary Departments of our Public Schools. 
Earlier than this, few children can be expected to do home 
work, with the possible exception of some memorizing. 

Children of this age write slowly and with difficulty, 
and the reading of the English Bible is not easy work for 
them. A large proportion of our Sunday School children 
cannot have help at home, the parents being either too busy, 
or else, as is frequently the case in our Mission Schools, 
lack an adequate knowledge of the English language. 
For both of these classes of children, work that depends on 
the mother's reading the Bible portion at home and ex- 
plaining it, is impossible; and the giving of such work 
only teaches the children not to do their Sunday School 
lessons. 

These lessons are so planned, it is hoped, that with a 
little help from the teacher, a scholar of the proper grade 
will be able to do all the work required, even if home aid 
is not procurable. 

Where teachers prefer to follow a Lesson Plan, or any 
part of a Lesson Plan, given here, it is the idea, rather 
than the actual words, that they should use. The ques- 
tions under Point of Contact are almost useless if read off 
to the scholar. Adapt them to the actual, living scholars 
whose interests arc to be aroused. In the same way, the 
headings under the Lesson Story are only helps for the 
teacher — notes which she may take to class, though pref- 
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erably only mentally. The Conclusion Questions, it need 
hardly be remarked, would be flat if read. 

It is most strongly urged that teachers endeavor to 
make their own Lesson Plans, before looking at more than 
the Side-Lights suggested here. The Commission will 
gladly suggest books explaining the theory of lesson plan- 
ning, and there is no question but that a lesson planned 
by the teacher herself, with the needs of her actual scholars 
in mind, will have elements of strength and fitness that no 
lesson, planned without knowledge of the actual people 
to be taught, can have. 

With scholars eight or nine years of age, each lesson 
should be taught in class before the home work for the 
scholar is done ; and the papers corrected on Sunday should 
be those on the lesson taught the Sunday before. The 
lessons begin slowly, with short selections for the scholar, 
because the aim is not so much to impart information as to 
start the scholars in home and personal Bible reading and 
study. No normal child should be promoted from this 
grade until he does the home work, so showing that he is 
acquiring the ability to study the Bible himself, and the 
habit of so doing. 

Of great importance, too, are the spiritual truths sug- 
gested in these lessons. They are those upon which per- 
sonal religion is based. They are those for which the 
child of nine or so longs. They are those which, it is be- 
lieved, when made real at this age, will do most to hold 
the scholars from doubt and reaction in after-life. These 
truths, or religious consciousnesses, should be taught even 
if at the expense of Bible history, names, and facts. 

As a rule, the lessons are so planned as to require only 
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Hero Stories of the Old Testament, 

about fifteen minutes. This gives time, during an ordi- 
nary Sunday School lesson period, for hearing the Memory 
Work, correcting the scholars' papers, and marking the 
roll. 

Educators to-day incline towards a Teaching Plan of 
five formal steps for each lesson. The technical names for 
these steps are (1) Preparation, (2) Presentation, (3) As- 
sociation and Comparison, or Abstraction, (4) Oeneraliza- 
tion, and (5) Application, or Apperception, The Lesson 
Plans in this teachers' help, with all their brevity, observe 
these steps under titles adapted to practical work with the 
early junior grades. For instance, the terms "Point of 
Contact'' and ^TJesson Setting" are used for the two prac- 
tical divisions of the Lesson Preparation. The simple 
word Story is used for the formal word Presentation. The 
formal steps three and four then are included under the 
term Conclusion, although some of the work often done 
under three, "Association and Comparison," is usually, in 
these lessons, included under the earlier steps. Owing to 
the simpler reasoning and intuitive leaps of scholars of this 
age this condensation of the formal steps is thought desir- 
able. The fifth step, "Application," will be easily recog- 
nized in the heading "Putting into Action." 

Under the heading, "Putting into Action,'* there may 
appear some weakness. This is because many of the 
truths we must seek to teach in our Sunday School work 
are those to be applied under special circumstances in an 
average actual life. Not to teach them till after the cir- 
cumstances had arisen would be to leave the child with- 
out the support and guidance needed. To apply them 
in Sunday School to other circumstances might be to mis- 
lead the child. 
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The Side Lights, when other reference is not given, 
are usually from the "Teachers' Notes on History 
OF Old Testament Times/' Only a few important facts 
are given in these Side Lights, and it is sincerely hoped 
that teachers will seek further information and inspiration 
from other sources. 

The lessons of this first half year are the lessons chosen 
by the International Committee on Graded Work for the 
nine-year-old half-year, from October to March, inclusive. 
Those who wish to take the Commission two-year Old Tes- 
tament course, in fozir half-year terms of twenty lessons 
each, should omit all double-starred lessons (**). Those 
who wish to finish a half-year booh in less than twenty 
lessons should omit also as many single-starred lessons ( * ) 
as will bring the number of lessons down as low as re- 
quired. Marianna C. Brown. 



TEACHERS' BOOKS OF REFERENCE. 



For the advantage of teachers and pupils, who may have ac- 
cess to books from public or private libraries, or may care to pur- 
chase such, a list of books bearing on the Old Testament is ap- 
pended below. Those marked * are particularly good. 

FOR RESEARCH. 

*A Dictionary of the Bible, Hastings. Scribners. 5 vols. $6.00 
each. The last volume (supplementary) is sold separately. 

*The Scriptures, Hebrew and Christian, Bartlett & Peters. Put- 
nam. Vols. I. and II. Cloth, $1.50 each. The best for vivid 
description. 

Beginnings of Hebrew History. Prof. Chas. F. Kent. Scribners. 
$2.75. 

History of the Hebrew People. Prof. Chas. Foster Kent. Scrib- 
ners. 4 vols. Cloth, $1.50 each, net. 

History of the Jewish Church. Stanley. Scribners. 

Old Testament History. Rev. George F. Maclear. Macmillan. 
Cloth, $1.10 net. Small edition abridged, 30 cts. net. Old 
and conservative. 

Hours with the Bible. Rev. Cunningham Geikie. Pott. 6 vols. 
$7.50 the set. 

A Syllabus of the Old Testament History. I. W. Price. Revell. 
Cloth, $1.50. 

The Land and the Book. Rev. Wm. M. Thompson. Harper. 3 
vols. $7.50 the set. 

An Introduction to the Old Testament. Rev. C. H. Wright. 
Whittaker. Cloth, 75 cts. net. 

Readings on Old Testament History. The C. E. A. Aids to Re- 
ligious Teaching. London. Gorham, Importer. 3 vols. 75 
cts. each. 

How to Teach the Old Testament. Rev. Canon Benham. London. 
Grorham, Importer. Cloth, 35 cts. net. 

Introduction to the Old Testament. S. R. Driver. 

Early Hebrew Story. Rev. J. P. Peters. Putnam. $1.50. 

Hebrew Life and Thought. Mrs. L. S. Houghton. Un. Ch. Press. 
$1.60. 

^Telling Bible Stories. L. S. Houghton. Un. Ch. Press. $1.26. 
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The Literary Study of the Bible, Prof. R. C. Moulton. Heath. 
$2.00. 

*Men of the Bible Series. Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon, Sam- 
uel, Saul, Jeremiah, Isaiah, Elijah. $1.00 each. 

The Land of Israel, R. L. Stewart. Revell. $1.50. 

*Old Testament History, Fry. Macmillan Importer. 80 cts. Fine, 

Old Testament History, Bamieott. Temple Series. 30 cts. 

Old Testament Characters, A Book on Each. Temple Series. 
30 cts. each. Fine, 

The Patriarchal Age, Brownson. 

History, Prophecy, and Monuments. McCurdy. 

History of the People of Israel, Cornhill. 

FOR STORY SUGGESTIONS. 

1[*The Story of the Bible. Profusely illustrated. Rev. Jesse L. 
Hurlbut. $1.50. A fine book. This is really the best addi- 
tional Teacher's Help. This is a book of 450 pp. with 250 
half-tone pictures and 16 full-page tri-oolor ones. Every 
story in the Bible is covered. It is the best possible aid. 
If ten copies be ordered at one time, the price will be reduced 
to Jt)1.25 each. If 25 copies, to $1.00 each. 

* Introduction to the Bible for Teachers of Children, Miss Georgia 

L. Chamberlin. $1.00. A fine and scholarly course. 
*Bible Stories of the Old Testament, Prof. Richard Moulton. 

50 cts. 
*The Old Testament Story. Miss Mary W. Brownson. 2 vols. 

75 cts. each. 
*The Early Story of Israel. Mrs. J. S. Thomas. 90 cts. 
*The WorJc of the Prophets, Miss Rose E. Selfe. . 90 cts. 
*Old Testament Bible Stories, Walter L. Sheldon. $1.25. 
*Bible Stories, Illustrated. Boards, 50 cts. 
Mother's Home Talks, Boards, 50 cts. 
Stories of Ancient People, Emma J. Arnold. 50 cts. 
In the Beginning, Miss Annie E. Butler. 75 cts. 
*Old Testament Manual. Miss Frederica Beard. 75 cts. 
The Story of Promise, Rev. Chas. A. Bell. 60 cts. 

* Bible Places, Tristram. $1.50. 

*Bible Manners and Customs, George Mackie. $1.25. 
God's Lantern-Bearers, R. C. Gillie. Prophets of Israel. $2.00. 
A fine children's Reading Book. 

• • 

Xll 



PICTUEES FOR EACH LESSON. 



The following pictures and other aids will be found 
useful in making the lesson real. It is to be regretted 
that in some cases pictures are not to be found in cheap 
form. 

All of the pictures and books here mentioned may be 
obtained from the Sunday School Commission, Inc., 416 
Lafayette Street, New York. 

A number of attractive Pictures (Prints and Stereo- 
graphs) have been mapped out for each lesson in order 
that the teacher may secure good illustrative material. A 
Bible Picture scrap-book thus formed by the teacher or the 
class, will serve admirably to recall details of events only 
outlined here. Should Teachers desire to secure Pictures 
illustrative of the Lesson Topics, either to distribute to the 
scholars or for personal illustration, communication with 
the Sunday School Commission will secure them. 

Special Instruction Chapters on Graded Note Book 
Work and Illustrated Essays will be found in A Complete 
Handbook of Religious Pictures, obtainable through the 
Commission for 5 cents, postage 3 cents extra. Vols. II. 
and III. of The Commission Bulletin (25 cts. per vol.) 
contain a complete series of articles on Graded Manual 
Work (Pictures, Stereographs, Map-making, etc.) as used 
in progressive Sunday Schools. 

In general it is well to distinguish types of Pictures 
available. The following analysis is given as a guide for 
selection from catalogues : 

A. Old Masters showing: 

(a) Spirit of devotion, striving through . imperfect 
handling of their art. 
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(h) Complete mastery of art. Use of neighbor types 
(as with Tissot). 

(c) Dutch Pictures. Use of types, costumes, portraits, 
and home scenes. 

B. Modern Painters, who give modern rendering of 
Bible Concepts, such as Tissot and others. Modern Ger- 
man, French, English, and American art. Photographs 
of scenes, etc., usually better for illustrating a subject 
lesson. 

A Complete Handbook of Religious Pictures, 14,000 list- 
ings. By Eev. W. W. Smith, S. S. Commission. 5 
cents. Postage 3 cents. 

The Brown, Perry, Union Press, and Wilde Pictures 
sell at Ic each, 100 for $1.00. They are indicated by the 
initials B., P., UP., and W. The Miniature Pictures sell 
at ^c each, 50 for 25c. They are E., Bm., and Pm. The 
Cosmos and Card Pictures are 2c each. They are C. and 
Cd. The Thompson Blue Prints (Tba.) are sold only on 
special- order and take a week to secure. $1.00 per hun- 
dred. No pictures are returnable. There is not less than 
25c worth of Pictures (of any mixture) sold at one time. 

Note.- — Book for Pictures, 144 pages, 9c net. Lasts 
two years. The New York Sunday School Commission, 
Inc., is the only place in the world where all the Pictures 
of all the firms may be secured. They carry in stock con- 
stantly about 800,000 ^c and Ic Pictures. 
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LIST OF PICTUEES. 



CHAPTER I. 

Creation of Light. {Dor^) Bm. 420, B. 2112, W. 345; {Angelo) 

Tba. 130B; (Tissot) T. 1. 
Separation of Light from Darkness. {Raphael) Tba. 231B, 

Har. 20. 
Creation of Sun and Moon. {Raphael) Tba. 233B; {Angelo) 

Tba. 131B. 
Creation of Dry Land. {Raphael) Tba. 232B. 
Creation of Animals. {Raphael) Tba. 234B, Har. 21; {Paola) 

W. 655. 
Creation of Adam. {Angelo) Har. 22, Tba. 134B, Tba. 133B, 

Tba. 135B. 
Creation of Eve: {Dori) W. 556; {Angelo) Tba. 136B. 

CHAPTER A. 

Expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden. {Dare) Bm. 
421, B. 1957, W. 346; {Raphael) Har. 24, Tba. 237B. Tba. 
236B; {Angelo) Tba. 137B, Har. 23. 

CHAPTER II. 
None. 

CHAPTER III. 

The Sacrifice of Cain and Abel. {Unknown) W. 557. 
The Murder of Abel. {Dore) W. 558. 
The First Mourners. {Bouguereau) P. 570. 
Cain the Wanderer. {Cormon) W. 559. 

CHAPTER B. 
Review of Chapters I.-IV. 

CHAPTER C. 
Noah. {Tissot) T. 4. 
The Building of the Ark. {Tissot) T. 6; {Raphael) Tba. 239B. 

CHAPTER IV. 

The Deluge. {Dor6) Bm. 490, B. 1958; {Raphael) Tba. 240B; 

{Poussin) liar. 25. 
The Return of the Dove to the Ark. {Oppenheim) Bm. 423, 

B. 905, W. 348, P. 3050; {Tissot) T. 7. 
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The Abk on Mount Ararat. {DoH) Bm. 422, B. 2110, W. 347. 
Noah Leaving the Ark. {Hoct) W. 560; {Raphael) Tba. 24 IB. 
Noah After the Deluge. {Schopin) Bm. 424, B. 2099, W. 349. 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. (Tissot) T. 5. 

CHAPTER D. 

Abram. (Lippi) P. 289. 

Calling of Abram. {Dor4) Bm. 426, B. 2109, W. 351. 

Journey to Canaan. {Dor4) Bm. 425, B. 2103, W. 350, P. 584G; 

(Tissot) T. 11; {Hoct) W. 561; {ZuccarelU) W. 626. 
Abraham's Oak. W. 551. 
Hebron. W. 552. 
The Dead Sea. W. 313. 

CHAPTER V. 
Jordan River. W. 206, W. 207, P. 1921, P. 1922. 

CHAPTER E. 

The Kings of the Five Great Cities. {Tissot) T. 9. 
The Offering of Melchizedek. {Tissot) T. 10. 

CHAPTER VI. 

The Three Angels. {Dori) Bm. 427, B. 2096, W. 352; {Rem- 
brandt) W. 562; (Murillo) Har. 27; {Raphael) Tba. 245B. 

CHAPTER F. 

Flight of Lot. {DorS) W. 564, Bm. 505; {Raphael) Tba. 246B; 

{Hoct) W. 563; {Ruhens) P. 632, B. 1387. 
Abraham Sees Sodom in Fla^ies. {Tisfsot) T. 14; {Dor6) W. 

565. 

CHAPTER G. 
Review of Chapters V.-F. 

CHAPTER H. 

Sarah. {Tissot) T. 15. 

Sending Forth of Hagar. {Guercino) Bm. 428, B. 2101, W. 353, 

Tba. 410Bj {Tissot) T. 13; {Van der Werf) Bm. 429, B. 

2125, W. 354. 
Isitmael in the Wilderness. {Liska) Bm. 430, B. 2100, W. 355, 

P. 3061B; {Yon Baroccio) Bm. 431, B. 2126, W. 356. 

xvi 



Hero Stories of the Old Testament. 

CHAPTER VII. 

Abraham Guabdinq His Sacrifice. {Tissot) T. 12. 

Trial of Abraham's Faith. (DorS) Bm. 432, B. 1960, W. 357. 

Sacrifice of Abraham. {Allori) Bm. 434, B. 2123, W. 358; 

(Remhrandt) B. 2030, Bm. 433, P. 717; {Tissot) T. 16; 

{Unknown) Y. C. 1. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Rebecca at the Well. {Elmore) Bm. 435, B. 2127, W. 359; 
{Goodall) P. 1088; {Unknown) Bm. 436, B. 1964; {Vernet) 
W. 605; {Dor4) Bm. 437, B. 2113, W. 360; {Poussin) Har. 
30; {Tissot) T. 17. 

Rebecca Meets Isaac by the Way. {Tissot) T. 18. 

CHAPTER I. 

Jacob. {Tissot) T. 21. 

Mess of Pottage. {Ti'ssot) T. 22. 

Isaac Sends Esau to Hunt. {Tissot) T. 19. 

Isaac Blessing Jacob. {Dor4) Bm. 441, B. 351, W. 364, P. 

584; {Horst) W. 567. 
Jacob Deceives Isaac. {Tissot) T. 20. 

CHAPTER IX. 

Jacob's Dream. {Dor4) Bm. 442, B. 2114, W. 365; {Tissot) T. 

24; {Murillo) Bm. 443; B. 2102, W. 366, P. 685D; {Raphael) 

Har. 29, Tba. 25 IB. 
Jacob and Rachel at the Well. {Tissot) T. 23. 
Rachel and Leah. {Tissot) T. 26. 

CHAPTER J. 

Meeting of Esau and Jacob. {Tissot) T. 25; {Rembrandt) 
Tba. 471B. 

CHAPTER K. 
Review of Chapters F.-J. 

CHAPTER X. 

Joseph's Dream. {Scheiets) W. 568. 

Joseph Reveals His Dream to His Brethren. {Tissot) T. 27. 

Joseph Cast into the Pit. {Tissot) T. 28. 

Joseph Sold into Egypt. {Dori) Bm. 445, B. 2106, W. 369; 
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{Schopin) W. 308, Bm. 302, B. 229, P. 1089; {Raphael) 
Tba. 256B. 
Jacob Moubns His Son Joseph. {Tissot) T. 29. 

CHAPTER L. 
None. 

CHAPTER XI. 

Joseph and Pharaoh's Dream. {La Tomcto) W. 570; {Dore) 
Bm. 447, W. 371, B. 2091, P. 584E; {Tissot) T. 30. 

CHAPTER M. 

Joseph Dwelleth in Egypt. {Tissot) T. 34. 

Joseph Selling Corn. {Barth) W. 571. 

Joseph and His Brothers. {Dore) Bm. 448, B. 2092, W. 372, 
P. 584F; {Tissot) T. 32. 

Joseph and Benjamin. {Tissot) T. 31. 

Cup in Benjamin's Sack. {Guercino) W. 606. 

Joseph Converses with Judah, His Brother. {Tissot) T. 35. 

CHAPTER XII. 

Jacob Sees the Wagons Arrive from Egypt. ( Wehb ) Y. C. 2. 
Prayer of Jacob. {Dor6) Bm. 450, B. 2128, W. 374. 
Jacob Going to Egypt. {Dori) Bm. 449, B. 2107, W. 373. 
Jacob Going to Recover His Son. {Schopin) Bm. 451, B. 1919, 

W. 375. 
Joseph Presents His Father. {Pontormo) Bm. 452, B. 2124, 

W. 376. 
Joseph and His Brethren Welcomed by Pharaoh. {Tissot) 

T. 33. 

CHAPTER XIII. 
Review of Chapters X.-XII. 
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SUGGESTED STEREOGEAPHS. 



Stereographs are more concrete and real than maps to the 
young child. They can be used where maps cannot, because map- 
work cannot be begun well till 10 or 11 years of age. 

The following selected list of Underwood & Underwood's 
Stereoscopic Photographs of the Holy Land have been especially 
arranged and adapted for use in connection with the lessons in 
this book. 

Rev. William Byron Forbush, Ph.D., has prepared a course 
of lessons, "The Travel Lessons on the Old Testament," based 
on these stereoscopic photographs, the plan of which is for teach- 
ers to take their entire classes by this means into the atmosphere 
and presence of the very places where Biblical history was enacted, 
and then, while there, and under such favorable conditions, to 
teach the given lessons. 

The handbook by Dr. Forbush, which accompanies the stereo- 
graphs, contains several ingenious key maps, which show at a 
glance just the point in Palestine where the different scenes were 
made, and that also give for each, by means of diverging red Ijnes, 
the exact direction and field of vision. In addition to this, the 
handbook provides adequate descriptions and methods of treatment 
for each scene used. This handbook costs 75 cents, and will be 
a most valuable aid in the use of these stereographs. References 
are here made to this book for the benefit of those who may want 
to use it. 

Important. — In ordering the following stereographs for these 
Lessons, always mention the title and edition of this hook. 
Chapter II. — Patriarchal Life in Palestine To-day. 
Chapter V. — Mt. Gerizim and the Seacoast Plain to Joppa. 
Chapter VI. — Hebron, the Home of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Chapter F. — On the North Shore of the Dead Sea. 
Chapter IX. — Gathering .Tares from the Wheat in the Stony 

Fields of Bethel. 
Chapter J. — ^The Jordan's Main Source. 
Chapter K. — Mosque Machpelah, the Burial Place of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob, Hebron. 
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Chapter X. — Plain of Dothan, where Joseph was sold to the 

Ishmaelites. 
Chapter M. — The Road to the Pyramids. 
" " Ruins of the Granite Temple, the Sphinx and Great 

Pyramid. 
Chapter XII.— The Palm-fringed Nile. 
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HAND WOEK AS SELF-EXPEESSION. 



Hand Work, sometimes termed Manual Work, is almost 
essential for proper Self-Expression in connection with 
these Lessons. Its use is treated, in brief form in The 
Sunday School Problem Solved (postpaid 25c), more 
fully in Vols. II. and III; of the Commission Bulletin 
(25c per Vol., postpaid) ; and most fully of all in the only 
two brochures specially written for the purpose. Manual 
Work, by the Eev. Milton S. Littlefield ($1, not post- 
paid), and Handwork in the Sunday School, by Miss 
Ida Sexton (75c, not postpaid). We should advise every 
teacher, who wishes to accomplish the hest results to de- 
velop this phase of teaching quite extensively. 

The Materials of Hand Work may be clay, plasticine, 
putty, sand, paper pulp, wood, cardboard, cloth, water 
paints, crayons, etc., according to the object and the re- 
quirements. All such materials may be obtained through 
the N". Y. S. S. Commission. Models are also important, 
such as The Eastern Tent, the Oriental House, the Peas- 
ant's House, the Well, the Water Jar, the Water Bottle, 
Yoke, Plow, Goad, Cubit Measure, and many others. They 
are cheap. One will readily do for a school, in each sub- 
ject, and others may be constructed by the scholars. (Send 
for special catalogues of Manual Work Materials and of 
Models.) 

Suggested Constructions. 

General for any Lesson of Movement. Maps, plain, 
outline, relief; in pulp, sand, plasticine, putty; or drawn 
or painted or filled-in from the 125 Outline Maps gathered 
by the Commission. 
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Chapter I. Animals, Man, Womaji, 

Chapter A. A Garden. 

Chapter II. An Angel, 

Chapter III. Sheep, Shepherds, Altar of Stones, Grave 

Chapter C. Ark of Wood, Mountain, Map Flooded, 

Chapter IV. Rainbow^ Altar, 

Chapter D. Abraham Under Starlit Sky. 

Chapter V. Valley and Fields, 

Chapter VI. Tent. ^ j 

Chapter F. Sand Work, with Cities Destroyed. 

Chapter H. Tent, Water Skin, Well, 

Chapter VII. Altar, Thicket, and Lamb. 

Chapter VIII. Well, Sheep, etc. 

Chapter I. Red Beans (Lentils), Bow, Quiver, Arrow, 

Chapter IX. Ladder, Stone Pillows- 

Chapter X. Well (Pit), Sheep, Crook, Sheaves of 

Grain, Camels, Pyramids, 

Chapter L. Prison Eov^e, 

Chapter XI. Granaries, Bags of Wheat, 

Chapter XI. Cup, Feast, 

Chapter XII. Ancient Wagons, Baskets, 

Map Work throughout, and all movements pictured at 
least by drawings. 
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LIST OP SUGGESTED MEMOKITER WORK. 

Note. — If this Course on Old Testament Stories be 
used in combination with the Catechism and Prayer Book 
Courses, in Third or 'Fourth Public School Grades, sub- 
stitute the Memory Work therein assigned for the Work 
given here, since it is much more necessary and important. 

PBEFEBBED MATERIAL. GOLDEN TEXTS. 

Chapter I. — Exodus 20: 8-11 (inclusive) . . Genesis 1: 1. 

Chapter A. — Hymn 501 Grenesis 2 : 15. 

Chapter II. — Exodus 20 : 3-7 Jeremiah 23 : 24a. 

Chapter III.— Exodus 20: 12-17 1. Corinthians 13: 4a. 

Chapter B. — Review of Chapters I.-IV. 

Chapter IV.— Psalm 19: 1-3, 12-14 Genesis 6: 22. 

Chapter C. — Isaiah 55 : 6-9 Genesis 6 : 22. 

Chapter D. — Hymn 503 .Hebrews 11 : 8a, e. 

Chapter V.— S. Matthew 5:3-9 S. Luke 6: 3. 

Chapter E.— Psalm 103: 1-4; 20-22 Proverbs 17: 17. 

Chapter VI.— Proverbs 11: 24, 28 Hebrews 13: 2. 

Chapter F.— Psalm 103 : 5-12 Proverbs 5 : 22. 

Chapter G. — Review of Chapters V.-F. 

Chapter H.— Psalm 37: 22-30 Genesis 16: 13a. 

Chapter VII.— Psalm 25 : 1-5 Psalm 25 : 4. 

Chapter VIII. — Proverbs 3:1-7 Proverbs 3: 3a, 4. 

Chapter I. — Hymn 504 1. Corinthians 12 :31a. 

Chapter IX.— Hymn 344 Genesis 28: 15d. 

Chapter J. — S. James 1:5-8 Proverbs 24 : 29a. 

Chapter K. — Review of Chapters F.-J. 

Chapter X.— Psalm 123 Psalm 121 : 1-2. 

Chapter L. — Psalm 121 Psalm 121 : 3, 4. 

Chapter XI.— Proverbs 6:6-11 Psalm 121 : 5, 6. 

Chapter M.— S. i.^atthcvv 6: 9-15 Psalm 121 : 7. 

Chapter XII.— Hymn 671, vs. 1, 3, 4, & 6. .Psalm 121: 8. 
Chapter XIII.— Review of Chapters X.-XII . 
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LIST OF MAPS, CHAKTS, ETC. 



In Appendix 

Principal Events in the Old Testament History. 

Note on the Bible Canon. 

The Books of the Old Testament. 

Pliysical Map of Palestine. 

Map of Western Asia. 

Map of Canaan, Patriarchal Times (Colored). 

LlTTLEFIELD MaPS IN COLORS : 

The Period of the Patriarchs. 

The Period of the Exodus. 
Map of Egypt, Sinai, and Canaan. 
Map of the Journeys of Jacob, Esau, and Joseph. 
Outline Map for Tracing Abram's Journeys. 
Outline Map of Palestine for Insertion of Journeys and 
Cities. 
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CHAPTEE I. 



In the Beginning 

Teaching IVIaterial : — Genesis 1 : 1 — 2 : 3. 

Lesson Passage : — Genesis 1 : 1-5. 

Side Lights and Facts. — The book of Genesis stands 
first because it is the book of the Beginnings. This old 
story is ascribed to Moses. It may have been put in its 
present shape by later editors. It may even be a composite 
work by several or many writers. One reason for this 
latter view is ^That the history all through is a combination 
of two . . . series of documents, dovetailed into each 
other and still distinguishable by various marks, such as 
the style, type of thought, and the use of two different 
names for God. In many cases the narrative is plainly 
double, as in the stories of Creation and the Deluge." — 

SCRIMGER. 

What is the object of the story of Genesis? It is not 
intended to teach us scientific truth, but to teach religious 
truth. Knowledge of the physical world ; the knowledge of 
astronomy and chemistry and geology, is not taught by reve- 
lation. The value of the story is not dependent on its being 
scientifically accurate. The thing of supreme importance 
for Moses and that early world to realize, was the fact that 
behind this outward universe stood God as its Maker. Men 
were so given to idolatry and superstition that this was 
a new and wonderful step forward. 

Are the "days'^ of creation literal days? Nothing is 
intrinsically impossible with an Almighty God. But it is 
neither likely, nor in harmony with the facts we know of 
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nature. The word "day" may be taken to mean a vast 
period of time, though this is hardly likely to have been 
the Hebrew thought. The "days" are probably best under- 
stood as poetic and pictorial divisions. The Bible abounds 
in parables and word pictures. Here are seven vast pic- 
tures well fitted to impress on the early ages the truths of 
the creative work of God. 

Teacher's Aim, — To show man as made to be a con- 
structor, or maker, rather than a destroyer. Also to intro- 
duce the scholar to the Bible as a book which he can him- 
self read intelligently. 

Point of Contact. — Did you ever make anything? 
What? (Encourage scholars to tell about what they have 
made.) Do animals make things ? What? Anything be- 
sides nests or homes? No, that is practically all. What 
animals can not do even that? In general these are what 
we call the lower animals. Have we power to destroy as 
well as to make ? Which should we mostly do, make things 
or destroy things ? Tell me some of the great things men 
have made. Who invented the printing press? Who did 
the material making, that is the printing, binding, etc., of 
this Book? (Hold up a Bible.) Who inspired the writ- 
ing of it? 

Lesson Setting. — This year we are going to learn how 
to read the Bible for ourselves. Do you know into what two 
great parts the Bible is divided? (Have scholars find the 
dividing place.) What is the first part called? (Old 
Testament.) What is the second part called? (New 
Testament. ) Which is larger ? Who knows what the first 
part is about? (The history of the Jews till Christ came 
into the world.) Why? (Because the Jews tried to be a 
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worthy people for Christ to live among.) What is the 
second part of the Bible, the New Testament, about? 
Into what are the Old and New Testaments in turn di- 
vided? Let us see. (Have scholars find some of the book 
divisions.) What is the name of the first book of the 
Bible ? About what do you think it tells ? Yes, about the 
furthest-back things of which we know anything. 

LESSON STORY. 

I. — The First Things we Know of God. 

Let us read the first words of the Bible (Eead or re- 
cite verse 1). So the first we know of God, what was He 
doing? Yes, making something. Making a world for us 
to live on, and a sky for us. 

II. — Making Day and Night. 

Let us see something of how this took place (Tell or 
read verses 2-5). 

III. — What God did other ^^Days." 

(Explain to the class that these "days" were not what 
we mean by days. They may have been long periods of 
time, or they may be a poetic division of the word picture. 
Also explain that the Bible is to teach religion rather than 
scientific truth.) (Read rather quickly, without discuss- 
ing details, verses 6-25. Explain firmament as "sky.") 

IV. — Making Man. 

(Read or tell verses 26-31. Explain "in the image of 
God" as to be like God, or given immortal spirits or 
"souls.") 
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V. — What God did on the Seventh "Day/^ 
(Tell or read Chapter 2, verses 1 to 3.) 

Conclusion,— 'FoT which, of all the things God made, 
do you think God cares most? Yes, for men. Why? (Be- 
cause God made them to be like Him.) What is the first 
thing we know of this God we are like? What does the 
Bible begin by telling us God did? Made or destroyed 
things? Then does God want us to make, or destroy 
things ? Does God like us to be active in such ways ? 

(Teacher may add the following) : Can we do good 
work, or can we ever play well, if we never rest? What 
provision did God make for rest ? (Day and night.) What 
other provision for rest? Yes, Sunday or the Sabbath. 
Eest is one reason for keeping Sunday. There is another. 
Will we do as good work if we never think of the great 
Maker of all things who has taught us to make things? 
When does God especially want us to think of Him ? At 
all times, but perhaps especially mornings, evenings, and 
Sundays. This is the second reason for keeping Sunday. 
Shall we think of Him as mostly quiet, or doing things? 
Then shall we be mostly quiet, or mostly doing and making 
things ? 

Putting into Action, — For next time read what it says 
in your books to read. Open books now and tell me what. 
Write what it says to write, and be ready to answer any of 
the questions in your book on this lesson. 

What can we do to keep our books in good condition? 
Will God the Maker be pleased if we make nice looking 
covers for our books ? How many will make the very best 
covers they can for their books before next Sunday? 
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If the class is expected to do other constructive work, 
this is the time to begin, and make it an expression of 
this lesson's teaching. 

Pictures may be mounted in Note Books, and the Man- 
ual Work, suggested at the opening of this book, begun. 



**SUPPLEMENTAEY CHAPTER A. 

The Garden of Eden 

(This Chapter may be omitted, if fewer Lessons be de- 
sired. Those Chapters marked with ** are of the Least 
importance; those with * are more significant.) 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 2 : 4-25. 

Lesson Passage : — Genesis 2 : 15-25. 

Side Lights and Facts. — The word Eden means 
pleasure, delight. Sometimes Genesis 1:8 is translated 
"God planted a garden in a delightful region.^' 

The most significant elements in man's primitive con- 
dition are represented by the two trees of the garden; by 
trees, because with plants alone he had to do. In the 
center of the garden stood the tree of life, the fruit of 
which bestowed immortality. Man was therefore natur- 
ally mortal, though apparently with a capacity for im- 
mortality. How this capacity would have actually carried 
man on to immortality had he not sinned, it is vain to 
conjecture. The mystical nature of the tree of life is 
fully recognized in the New Testament, by our Lord, when 
He says: "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of 
the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of 
God''; . . . And as of the tree of life which stands 
in the Paradise of the future, it is said, "Blessed are they 
that do His commandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life"; so in Eden, man's immortality is sus- 
pended on the condition of obedience. And the trial of 
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man's obedience is imaged in the other tree, the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. — ^Dods. 

Teacher's Aim. — To show what God wants us to know 
and care for. 

Point of Contact. — Did you ever have a garden? How 
many here ever took care of a plant? What kind? etc. 
Who has, or has ever had, a pet animal? etc. Does God 
like us to care for plants and animals ? How much should 
we know about plants and animals? Yes, the more we 
know of them, the better we can care for* them, and the 
more intelligent we are. 

Does God want us to know everything? No, not evil. 
Why? What is evil? (Discuss with class and draw out 
answer that Evil is the wrong use of something God has 
made for a good purpose. Illustration — the right use of 
fire is to give light, warmth, cooking, power, etc. The 
wrong use is to destroy forests, or men's property, or to 
play with as children sometimes do with terrible conse- 
quences.) Did God make anything bad? Then it is only 
our use of a thing that can be bad ? 

Lesson Setting. — ^Who made plants and animals ? How 
near the beginning of the Bible do we hear about God 
making, or creating these things? Into what two great 
parts is the Bible divided? What is the Old Testament 
about? The New Testament? Into what smaller parts 
are the Old and Testaments divided? What is the name 
of the first book of the Bible? What do you suppose 
^^Genesis" means? Of what is it the beginning? (Tell 
that the word means Beginning.) 

What did God make after He had made the world, the 
plants, and the animals? In whose image, or like whom. 
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was man made? (Explain that "man" means men and 
women.) Let ns see what God wanted this first man to do. 

LESSON STORY. 
I. — The Gakden. 

1. Man made from earth. Tell or read Genesis 2 : 4-7. 

(May omit.) 

2. The Garden. Tell or read verse 8a. 

3. The Trees.. Verse 9. 

4. The Eivers. Verses 10-14. (May omit verses 11-14.) 

II. — What Adam is to do in the Garden. 

5. The man is to care for the garden. Verse 15. 

6. To eat of all but one tree. Verses 16, 17. 

(Dwell a little on this, at least enough to have scholars 
notice that it is the knowledge of evil that is forbidden. 
Better omit talk of the tree of life at this age. Also better 
avoid the harder idea of Adam rising to moral conscious- 
ness. Disobedience and the sin of knowing or thinking 
of evil is what the early junior scholars understand. It is 
too important a theme to allow its force to be weakened 
by an effort at older thoughts.) 

7. To know the animals. Verses 19, 20. 

III. — Eve Created. 

8. Making woman. Verses 21-25. 

Conclusion. — ^Why do you think the tree of "knowl- 
edge of good and evil'^ was forbidden? Did God bring 
the animals to Adam, and in general was God giving Adam 
a knowledge of good ? Then what knowledge would Adam 
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gain by eating of the tree? Sometimes boys (or girls) 
talk evil. Why not listen and know? (Because by know- 
• ing evil, or the wrong use of anything, we are in tempta- 
tion to make that wrong use of the thing, especially if 
we have not already learned the right use of it.) Is even 
the thought of an evil deed displeasing to God ? Why try 
to know the right use of things? (That when occasion 
comes we will make the right use of those things.) Why 
learn to swim? Why learn what makes a good life-pre- 
server? Suppose you, knowing the right use of a life- 
preserver, deliberately played with those on a boat till 
you destroyed their floating powers or properties, then 
what would you call such deliberate misuse of such an im- 
portant object? Yes, you might call it crime. Suppose 
the object you wilfully destroyed was made not so much 
by man as by God, what would its misuse or destruction be ? 
(Sin.) Then what shall we always try to learn about 
things? (Their right use, or the uses for which God in- 
tended them.) 

Putting into Action. — Who will suggest something of 
which we would like to know the right use? (If scholars 
do not suggest something interesting, suggest one's lungs, 
and bring out the importance of good air. Or suggest 
•flies and insects, showing how they go where dirt is and 
do their part to clear it up. If possible, bring the answer 
of the object's right use from the class. If this can not 
be done, tell the answer; or, if you are not sure of the 
answer, say you will try to know by the following Sunday 
and ask the scholars to do the same.) 
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Hiding from God 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 3 : 1-24. 

Lesson Passage : — Genesis 3 : 1-15. 

If Chapter A be omitted, see Side Lights for that 
Lesson, and include the more important facts of the Les- 
son in this. 

Side Lights and Facts, — The location of the Garden 
of Eden is unknown, though it may be imagined in cen- 
tral or southwestern Asia, probably in a rather warm 
region. ^^Man is represented as living on fruit, and as 
going unclothed, and, so far as appears, without any arti- 
ficial shelter either from the heat of the sun or the cold 
of night. None of the arts were as yet known. All work- 
ing of metals had yet to be discovered, so that his tools 
must have been of the rudest possible description ; and the 
arts, such as music, which adorn life and make leisure en- 
joyable, were all still in the future . . . From the 
child-like innocence in which man originally was, he was 
to pass into the condition of moral manhood, which con- 
sists not in mere innocence, but in innocence maintained 
in presence of temptation.^' — ^Dods. 

Teacher's Aim. — To show some consequences of sin; 
and that ^Tbad things go together .'' 

Point of Contact. — ^What is the largest hill or moun- 
tain upon which you have been? (Have scholars tell 
briefly about their trips or hill climbing.) (If where 
there are no hills, illustrate by stairs.) How did you go 
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up? Was it quick or slow work? Did you ever try run- 
ning down hill (or stairs) ? When started, was it hard or 
easy to stop? 

When a person does right, is it like going up hill, or 
down? Which way takes us near to God? Which way 
increases our view of God's world and God's truths? If 
we start going down hill, is it easy to stop ? Do we grow 
nearer to, or further from God, when we go "down hill" ? 
To-day we have the story of which way the first man and 
woman went. 

Lesson Setting. — Who were the first two people God 
made ? What book of the Bible tells about them ? Where 
did they live ? Who first planted the garden ? What was 
its name ? What kind of a place was the garden of Eden ? 
(Tell something of the simple life in the garden and the 
fact that it was warm enough not to need clothing.) What 
were Adam and Eve to do in the garden? What were 
they not to do? Why? Let us see what they did. 

LESSON STORY. 

I. — The First Sin. 

1. The serpent meets and tempts Eve (Gen. 3: 1-5). 

2. Eve and Adam sin. Verse 6. 

II. — ^Bad Things Follow Each Other, or 

^^Go Together." 

3. The first consequence — verse 7. Notice this as using 

clothing for show when it was not needed for 
warmth. 

4. The second consequence — Afraid of God. Verse 8. 
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Notice how "bad things go together/^ Good things 
also go together. The "cool of the day^^ was prob- 
ably the evening, a time when man may often hear 
"the voice of the Lord Qoi." 

5. The third consequence — Falsehood for excuse. Verses 

9, 10. 

6. The fourth consequence — Tattling, for an excuse. 

Verses 11-13. 

III. — The Punishment. 

7. The first kind of punishment. Verses 14-21. Notice 

that sin generally brings suffering. Some people 
think all the suffering in the world is the direct or 
indirect result of sin. 

8. The second kind of punishment. Verses 22-24. Go- 

ing down hill morally always takes us further from 
God. 

Conclusion, — ^Where did Eve's sin really begin ? When 
she saw that the serpent was trying to influence her to 
disobey God, what should she have done? When she lis- 
tened to evil, what naturally happened ? Was it then easier 
or harder for her to do right when the next temptation 
came? Was she going up hill or down? When Adam 
did his first wrong act, which way was it easier for him 
to go next? 

Illustrate the up and down hill paths as "follows; on 
paper if the class is small, on the black-board, or even in 
the air, if the class is large : Start at the left of the paper 
or black-board about half-way up. Let this be where one 
begins his journey of life. Make an irregular, waving 
line going always a-little up and to the right. This is the 
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path God wants us to take. It brings us nearer and nearer 
to Him and His heavenly home. When n person does 
wrong he branches off from this and goes downward. 
Make a path starting out from a little way along the first 
path but turning down and to the right. The further one 
goes on this downward path the harder it is ever to get 
into the uphill path again. We can only do so by asking 
God to help us. Or use the small letter y, which illus- 
trates, in type, the same lines. Children are much im- 
pressed by this illustration. 

What down hill steps followed when Adam disobeyed 
and did eat of the forbidden fruit ? What did he and Eve 
want to wear? Did they need clothes? What third step 
downward? Do you think they wanted not to be seen, 
even by God, a usual result of sin ? What was the fourth 
step downward? The fifth step downward? Did these 
downward steps follow each other quickly or slowly? Do 
you think such bad things usually go together ? Tes, ^T)ad 
things go together/^ 

Putting into Action, — ^Have scholars draw, in class or 
for the next lesson, the two paths. Have scholars put the 
names of Adam and Eve on the path they took. Scholars 
are often much interested in elaborating this plan, putting 
indications of the objects met on the two paths or of occa- 
sions where people are tempted to turn to the downward 
path. Boys especially have been much helped by this 
simple visualized idea. 
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Cain and Abel 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 4 : 1-2G. 
Lesson Passage : — Genesis 4 : 3-15. 

Side Lights and Facts. — ^Why did God prefer AbeFs 
sacrifioe to that of Cain? In the oldest laws of sacrificial 
offerings, flesh constitutes the sacrifice demanded by God. 
Blood is the life, and thus becomes symbolic of the life of 
the worshipper. It is thus sacramental. It is the out- 
ward and visible sign of his inward and spiritual life. 
The oiferer therefore gives what best represents himself. 
The vegetable offering (the meat offering of the King 
James Version) is used in connection with the flesh offer- 
ing, not independently. 

The offering of Cain was therefore imperfect. Behind 
this imperfect offering was the spirit of indifference or 
selflshness, or a lawless disregard of an established and 
most inviolate ritual. It would therefore be a form of 
sacrilege, the careless and wilful contempt of sacred laws. 
The sin of Cain lay not in the mere material of his offering, 
but in the spirit behind it. 

This is the Jewish conception back of what is of course 
a Jewish story. The early junior scholar can hardly un- 
derstand that even "the oldest laws of sacrificial offerings" 
apply to this story; but he can understand that there was 
something wrong with the spirit behind Cain's offering. 

If we may regard these earlier chapters of Genesis as 
a great historical epic, then their brevity and fragmentary 
outlines are easily understood. The rise of agriculture 
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and pastoral pursuits, the development of industrial arts, 
the practice of sacrificial worship, are not described to us. 
From the home of his father, Cain passes out into the 
world alone; where, according to the story, it would seem 
as if there were already others besides those named. He 
dwelt in the Land of Nod (^Vandering'^) on the east of 
Eden. 

Teacher's Aim. — To make scholars feel the importance 
of self-control in God^s sight. 

Point of Contact. — How many of us have been angry 
and said what we wished afterward we had not? Who 
has seen a person strike or hurt a person badly when angry 
and wish afterward that he had not? Would such a per- 
son make a good general? In what quality would you 
think a boy or girl who did so was lacking? What must 
we control before we can properly control other people? 
If a boy (or girl) is in a fight, does he fight better or not 
so well when he loses his self-control ? What kinds of cir- 
cumstances tend to make us lose our self-control? (Sud- 
den accidents, improper food, anger, etc.) 

To-day we have the story of one who when angry struck 
his brother, and we shall see what happened. 

Lesson Setting. — ^Who was the first man God created? 
The first woman? Where did they live? What was in 
this garden? (Describe briefly.) What kind of a beast 
represented the power of evil whispering to Eve? What 
did it persuade Eve to do ? Who else ate of the forbidden 
fruit? What did they then do that the climate made un- 
necessary ? Why did they not want to be with God in the 
evening? What excuses did they make? What punish- 
ments or bad consequences came of all this wrong doing? 
Who defended the garden of Eden? 
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LESSON STORY. 
I. — Adam's two Sons. 

1. Adam and Eve have two sons (Tell verses 1 and 2 

something as follows: Adam and Eve had a son, 
and his name was Cain. After that they had an- 
other son, and his name was Abel. Which was the 
younger? The older?) 

2. What each did for his living and for God. Tell or 

read verses 2b, 3 and 4a. 

II. — Cain's Anger. 

3. The Cause of God's Anger; apparently Cain did not 

bring the best thing he could, or did not give it 
gladly or reverently, for we are told how God 
treated each offering. Tell or read 4b and 5a. 

4. Cain's anger and what God said. Verses 5b-7. (No- 

tice especially 7a). 

5. What Cain did to Abel. Verse 8. Dwell on this a 

■ little, or at least read it slowly. 

III. — Consequences. 

6. The consequent conversation with God. Verses 9, 10. 

7. The punishment. Verses 11, 12. 

8. God's mercy even in punishment. Verses 13-15. 

Conclusion. — ^Was Cain punished for not making a 
suitable or worthy offering? (Surely not.) For what 
was he punished? Had he not probably from anger lost 
his self-control when he killed his brother? Do you sup- 
pose Cain was sorry? Then why should he be so heavily 
punished? 
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Boys in America have killed each other when angry. 
How can we keep ourselves from doing such a thing? 
(Practice of self-control, with God's help.) When excited 
or angry, stop and think what? When should we. hit? 
To defend a smaller child? Even then keep ourselves, 
how? God thinks so much of our having self-control that 
He tells us in another part of His Book : "He that ruleth 
his spirit is better than he that taketh a city'' ; and in the 
Old Testament times when God said this He was wanting 
the people to whom He spoke to take cities. 

Putting into Action. — ^How shall w^ begin to practise 
self-control ? When the bell rings, what do we want to do ? 
How? etc. How act all through the closing exercises? 
Like soldiers of Christ? Let us try all our lives to do 
what? (Keep cool, and with God's help make ourselves 
do His wishes.) 
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**SUPPLEMENTAKY CHAPTEK B. 
EEVIEW CHAPTEES I. TO IV., INCLUDING 

MEMOEITER WOEK. 



(This Chapter may be omitted, if fewer Lessons be desired.) 

Side Lights and Facts, — Is 4004 B. C. the date of the 
creation? ^^The time from the creation to the flood is 
often computed by adding the ages of the ten antedilu- 
vians at the birth of the first son of each. In the Hebrew- 
Pentateuch, this foots up 1,656 years, which, added to 
various Biblical data concerning the time from the flood 
to the birth of Christ, fixes the creation at 4004 B. C. 
This is the date . . . which is found in the margin 
of many Authorized Version Bibles, but which is now al- 
most universally acknowledged to be worthless, and is 
omitted from all the Eevised Versions. Modern investiga- 
tions, indeed, have proved conclusively that man has lived 
on the earth a vastly longer period than these figures in- 
dicate. Eecords have been discovered which show a high 
civilization existing in Egypt and Babylonia at least a thou- 
sand years before this date, and there is nothing in these 
records to suggest that human life was longer than now. 
. . . These ten antediluvian patriarchs, therefore, are 
now regarded by many writers ias a group of names by 
which the early Hebrews bridged the blank between crea- 
tion and the flood. Other races of antiquity had similar 
traditions. The first seven Egyptian kings are said to 
have reigned 12,300 years, and to the ten Babylonian kings 
between the creation and the flood a total reign of 432,000 
years is assigned.'' — (Bible Study Co., T. M.) 

Teacher s Aim. — To give a clearer understanding of 
what is right and what is wrong. Also to give scholars 
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who have joined since the first lessons some knowledge of 
how the Bible begins. 

Point of Contact. — Suppose one of you has a nice stiff 
hat. You put it on the chair beside you. The next boy 
(or girl) can. hardly see the superintendent and so/ think- 
ing to make himself higher, sits on your hat. Would that 
be a right or a wrong use of your hat? Would the boy or 
girl then be doing right or wrong? Suppose it was his 
own hat, would he then be doing wrong to misuse or de- 
stroy it? Who gave him his hat ? (Parents?) Who gave 
our parents the means of getting the hat? From whom 
do all the good things we have really come? 

LESSON (KEVIEW). 

I. — Everything has a Good or Eight Use. 

Who made the world ? In what part of the Bible does 
it tell about this? Into what two parts is the Bible di- 
vided? (Take Bibles and find the dividing place.) What 
is the Old Testament about? (See Lesson.) What is 
the New Testament about? Into what are these Testa- 
ments divided? (Let scholars find some of the book-be- 
ginnings and read their names.) What is the name of 
the first book of the Bible? Tell one of the first things 
God made. What was light for ? What is water for ? 
What is night for? etc. (taking the things suggested by 
the scholars). Has everything God made a right use? 

II. — The Intentional Wrong Use of a Thing is Sin. 

What is light made of ? Fire ? Suppose you put your 
hand in the fire, would that be a right or a wrong use of 
the fire ? If we intentionally put something that was not 
ours into the fire — something that was good for use, would 
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it be right or wrong? Yes, it would be the wrong use of 
fire, and the intentional wrong use of a thing is sin. That 
is what sin is. 

III. — ^Adam and the Eight Use of the Garden. 

What was the name of the first man God made? The 
first woman? What did God plant for Adam to live in? 
What was the name of the garden? What would be the 
right use of the garden? Of the animals in the garden? 
Of the trees? What did God not want Adam to eat? 
What would it teach him? Did God tell Adam the good 
or right use of things? (Eead 2:15, 16,. 17a.) Then 
what would be left for Adam to learn from the tree ? If 
you know evil, or the wrong use of things, are you more 
or less likely to do wrong with those things? Is even the 
thought of evil displeasing to God ? 

IV. — ^Adam and Eve's Sin, or Misuse of the Garden. 

Did Adam and Eve make only the right use of the 
garden? How did they come to so disobey God? Tell 
the story. What wrong things followed the first wrong ? Did 
Adam and Eve want to meet God that evening, as loving 
children would a Father? Did they tell the truth when 
God spoke to them ? Could they stay in the garden ? 

V. — Cain's Sin, or Misuse of what God Gave Him. 

What children did Adam and Eve have? What was 
Cain's occupation or business ? What was Abel's ? What 
did they do for God? Who gave his best in a spirit pleas- 
ing to God ? Did Cain use well or misuse the idea of mak- 
ing an offering to God? Was God pleased? What had 
followed this starting of the 'T)ad things which go to- 
gether"? What do you think is the right use of strong 
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feeling or excitement? To make us enjoy strong work? 
If we let strong feeling or excitement rule us, is it a right 
use or a misuse of excitement? Did Cain let his feelings 
or excitement rule him, or did he keep what we call his 
self-control? With what result? Did God think Cain's 
excitement or loss of self-control an excuse for Cain's next 
sin? What did God do? Did God love and show any 
kindness to Cain even in this punishment? Tell what 
God did for Cain. 

Conclusion. — Then what would you say sin is? (Dis- 
cuss till you bring the answer, "Sin is the intentional or 
knowing misuse of what God has made.") What is a 
misuse of our hands ? To make or destroy things ? Which 
is like God? Which is the right use of our minds, to 
think of the wrong or of the right use of things ? Which 
is the right use of our feelings, to let them make us do de- 
structive things or hurt people or animals, or to control 
them and make them help us to do constructive or God- 
like things? 

Putting into Action. — ^What is the right use of our 
voices when the Sunday School is singing? If we keep 
still or talk during the singing, are we being like people 
created in God's image? What are we helping to make 
when we sing well with the others ? Does this please God ? 
Does it bring us nearer to God? On which path, the up- 
hill, or the down-hill, does singing our best at such times 
take us? Then let us see how we can make a beautiful 
and joyful noise unto God when the hymn time comes. 
(Teachers watch, and when necessary remind scholars of 
this during the singing in the closing exercises.) 

The Teacher should review the Memory Work of Les- 
sons I. to IV. with the class. 
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♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER C. 

The Building of the Ark 

(This Chapter may be omitted, if fewer Lessons be desired.) 
Teaching Material : — Genesis 6 : 54 — 7 : 5. 
Lesson Passage: — Genesis 6: 13-22. 

Side Lights and Facts. — It is at present impossible to 
determine the age of man's life in the world. That the 
creation of Adam was but a few thousand years before the 
Birth of Christ is no longer held. We may therefore be- 
lieve that at the time of this event there was a very con- 
siderable population. The sixth chapter of Genesis, which 
speaks of the corruption of human society, implies this. 
The giants were undoubtedly representatives of some race 
that was distinguished for size, bravery, boldness, and be- 
tween whom and those of nobler and morally better type, 
the eflEect of intermarriage had been a deep corruption. 

Teacher's Aim. — To show God's love even in punish- 
ment. 

Point of Contact. — Do any of you know what is usu- 
ally done when a horse breaks his leg? Shoot him? 
Why? (To put him out of trouble.) Is it usually. kinder 
to let a badly hurt animal live or to kill it? (As this is 
a long lesson, do not expand this point of contact much. 
Carefully avoid unpleasant descriptions.) Let us see 
what God once did when people were morally sick. 

Lesson Setting. — ^What was the first wrong act of man 
that the Bible tells about? AVhat bad things went with 
this for Adam and Eve? Of what character were Adam's 
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sons? (Draw out about Cain and Abel, one apparently 
good, the other bad at least on one occasion.) How did 
Cain's "down hilF' going begin ? What was the next step ? 
(To lose self-control and become angry.) What was the 
third step? 

LESSOlSr STORY. 
I. — The Wickedness of Man. 

1. What God saw. (Tell something as follows.) Now the 
people on the earth, or in this world, became wicked, more 
and more wicked, or morally sick until, etc. (Tell or read 
verses 5, 11, 12, and 6.) 

2. The seriousness of the matter. Do you think God was 
angry? No. (Tell or read verse 6b.) Do y6u think God 
loved those people? (Draw out the difference between 
love for sin and love for the sinner.) But let us see how 
serious this state of affairs was. Is it easy to be good when 
an older boy or girl that you are with is bad ? When peo- 
ple are wicked ar6 their children likely to be good and 
grow up to be good men and women? If a little child is 
surrounded by bad and "only evil continually/' has he a 
fair or reasonable chance to be good ? That is one reason 
why we baptize children and do all we can to put them in 
"a state of grace" and surroundings of good. So it would 
not be fair then, or right, to bring children into such a 
world as in this lesson, would it? 

But God has practically promised, when healthy men 
and women marry, under ordinary conditions, to give them 
children. God would not change His word. What could 
He do? Let us (read and) see. 
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II. — ^What God Decided to Do. 

3. God^s determination. Tell or read verses 7 and 17. 

4. The mercy of this. Do all people die some time? 

Drowning is one of the easiest kinds of death, and 
we shall see that God gave the people warning and 
time to repent. Was this fair? Was it merciful 
to the children that would otherwise be born ? Was 
it kind and merciful, or harsh and severe toward 
the wicked people? 

III. — Noah to be Saved. 

5. One good man. Tell or read verses 8-10. 

6. God^s decision told him. Verse 13. 

7. The directions for the Ark. Verses 14-16. (Do not 

go into too much detail as the description is not 
intended to be scientifically complete. Have schol- 
ars notice the size, three stories, and the length as 
four or five hundred feet, or perhaps two short city 
blocks. One window the size indicated would not 
have kept the many animals and people who were 
taken into the Ark alive.) 

8. What should be taken into the Ark? Verses 17-21. 

(If any child is confused by the fact that Chapter 7 
suggests that seven of some kinds of animals were 
taken into the Ark, answer that if seven of some 
kinds were taken into the Ark, still the general fact 
of Chapter 6 is correct that two of every kind were 
taken. Do not start this kind of question. Some 
classes can be told that a different person is sup- 
posed to have written the second statement. The 
first writer was apparently only concerned with the 
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fact that enough animals were taken in to preserve 
every kind.) 

9. Noah^s obedience. Verse 22. 

Conclusion. — Do you think God loved Noah ? Did God 
love even the wicked, or morally sick*, people ? Would not 
you love your horse or dog even if he had broken his leg 
and had to be shot ? How did God show His love for chil- 
dren when the world was wicked? How did God show 
love and mercy toward those He had to kill off the earth ? 
(Gave warning and time to repent. Gave easiest kind of 
death. Killed all at the same time so that none felt the 
loss of friends.) Does God love sin? Does God love sin- 
ners? Why did Christ come to earth? (Because He 
loved sinners and wanted to show them how to return to 
the loving Father.) (Teacher should notice the attitude 
of the class on the subject of God^s love for the sinner. 
Some understand the matter easily, while others are sure 
God can not love a sinner. God^s love for the sinner is 
one of the most important teachings of the Bible, so that, 
if class seems uncertain on the subject, the teacher should 
watch for occasions to return to the matter and impress 
the truth.) 

Putting into Action. — The same loving Father is with 
us now as we talk of Him. How shall we tell Him of our 
thankfulness that He loves us even when we do wrong? 
Shall we bow our heads a moment in silent prayer and 
tell Him? (Teacher may lead in such words as "Heavenly 
Father, we thank Thee for this lesson of Thy love. May 
we remember it in time of sin or wandering from Thee. 
May we learn it more truly as we study Thy Book. 
Amen.") 
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The Flood and the Rainbow 

Teaching ]VJ]aterial : — Genesis 7 : 6 — 8 : 22 ; 9 : 12-19. 
Lesson Passage: — Genesis 8:6-19; 9:12-19. 

If Chapter C. be omitted, see Side Lights for that chap- 
ter and include the more important facts of that Lesson 
in this. 

Side Lights and Facts. — The story of this great event 
is found among the legends of various people. That some 
such event took place we cannot doubt. To see the impos- 
sibility of a universal Flood needs but a moment's re- 
flection. 

THE ASSYRIAN STORY. 

The surface of the earth is swept. 

It destroyed all life from the face of the earth. 

The strong deluge over the people reached to heaven. 

Brother saw not his brother. They did not know the people. 
In heaven 

The gods feared the tempest, and 

Sought refuge. They ascended to the heaven of Ann. 

The gods like dogs — in droves prostrate — 

Six days and nights 

Passed, the wind, deluge, and storm overwhelmed. 

On the seventh day, in its course, was calmed the storm and 
all the deluge. 

Which had destroyed like an earthquake, 

Quieted. The sea he caused to dry and the wind and deluge 
ended. 

I perceived the sea making a tossing; 

And the whole of mankind turned to corruption. 

Like reeds the corpses floated. 

I opened the window, and the light broke over my face. 
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It passed. I sat down and wept. 

I sent forth a dove and it left. The dove went and turned, 
and 

A resting place it did not find, and it returned. 

I sent forth a raven, and it left. 

The raven went and the decrease of the water it saw, and 

It did eat, it swam and wandered away, and did not return. 

I sent the animals forth to the four winds. I poured out a 
libation. 

I built an altar on the peak of the mountain. 

In the Assyrian story the gods like dogs flee to the high 
heaven to escape the calamity. There is no mention of an 
underlying moral character, of spiritual causes at work. 
In the Hebrew tradition, God is watching over His world. 
He sees the corruption of man^s life. He brings swift 
judgment. The vast calamity has a spiritual bearing. 

Teacher's Aim. — To help the scholars to feel God in 
nature. 

Point of Contact. — ^What kind of a day do you like on 
Saturday? .Does God care ? Can you imagine some people 
who would rather have rain on Saturday than on other 
days? Who and why? Does God care for them? Does 
God care whether we are happy or not? Does God care 
whether we are strong or delicate ? Is He with us in our 
out-door play ? When else ? When, if ever, is God not with 
us? (When we do wrong.) What does He want then? 
(That we should return to the up-hill path and walk with 
Him.) Do you think it would please God if we thought of 
Him sometimes on Saturdays when we are having a good 
time, or in the evenings after being out all day ? Does God 
do anything in Nature to make us think of Him ? What ? 
Who makes it thunder ? Who takes care of us in the storm ? 
(Let scholars tejl briefly if they have been in storms, or 
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impressed by storms.) Did you ever see a beautiful sunset ? 
To-day we have a story of some of these things. 

Lesson Setting. — Who made the world ? What else did 
God make? (The sky, night and day, etc.) Who were the 
first people God made ? Were the people after them good, 
or bad? How bad? (They thought of "only evil continu- 
ally.") What would this mean for their children? Would 
it be right to let children be bom under such conditions and 
into such homes? What did God decide to do? Do all 
people die some time ? Would this be a hard or easy kind 
of death? Did the people have warning and time to re- 
pent? Did God find any good person? Who? What did 
God tell Noah to do ? Describe the ark. What was to be 
taken into the ark ? Any people besides Noah ? 

LESSON STOEY. 
I. The Flood. 

1. Noah^s age. Tell or read chapter 7, verse 6. (Teacher 

may insert before this, chap. 6, verses 21 to 32; 
telling scholars how Enoch, who was Noah's great- 
grandfather, "walked with God, and he was not : for 
God took him." Prom which it is usually said that 
Enoch never died, but was taken directly to heaven. 
Elijah is the only other man Who is commonly said 
never to have died. Also note that Methuselah, who 
was Enoch's son and Noah's grandfather, is known 
as the oldest man that ever lived. "And all the days 
of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine 
years." Noah's sons were Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth.) 

2. Going into the ark. Chapter 7, verses 7-9, 13 and 16 h. 
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3. The rain. Verses 10-12, and 17-19. 

4. While the water was upon the earth. Verses 21-24. 

Note that it stopped raining after 40 days, but the 
water did not dry up at once; not for 150 days. 

II. The Drying Up. 

6. The subsiding of the water. Chapter 8, verses 1-5. 

6. The ark window opened. Verses 6, 7. 

7. How Noah knew when it was dry. Verses 8-12. 

8. Going out of the ark. Verses 13-19. 

9. (May omit.) Noah^s offerings and God^s determina- 

tion. Verses 20-22. 

III. The Eainbow and Promise. 

10. God's promise and sign. Chapter 9, verses 12-17. 

(Speak of the 'T)ow" also as the rainbow and ask 
who has seen one.) 

11. Noah's sons. Verses 18, 19. 

Conclusion, — So after this, of what shall we think when 
we see a rainbow? Who, then, has power over the storm 
and flood ? Of whom shall we think when we see beautiful 
clouds ? Of whom shall we think when we see a beautiful, 
clear sky ? Snow ? What else in nature or life shall make 
us think of God? 

Putting into Action, — If practicable have scholars look 
out of the door or windows to see the sky and the kind of a 
day. As they do so, say and help them to feel that God 
did it and God is there. When they return in thought to 
the room, ask, 'Is God here with us, too ?" Try to make 
them feel God's presence. (Carefully avoid reference to 
God watching wrong doing. Make the feeling a pleasur- 

29 



Teachers' Notes, 

able one. When the consciousness of a heavenly Father's 
approving presence becomes practically habitual the young 
person will easily change that state for one of conscious- 
ness of sin. To form this one spiritual habit would be 
worth the year's work.) 
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♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER D. 

The Call of Abraham 

(This Chapter may be omitted, if fewer Lessons be desired.) 
Teaching Material: — Genesis 11:1-9, 27 — 12:9. 

Lesson Passage : — Genesis 11 : 31 — 12 : 9. 

* Side Lights and Facts, — Just as Washington is the 
Father of his country because in him the American nation 
found its first supreme expression of national life and 
faith, so Abraham is the Father of the Jewish race. "To 
him must be carried back the belief in one God." He was 
born and brought up among idolators (Josh. 24:2) and 
although it is certain there were others besides himself who 
here and there upon earth had dimly arrived at the same 
belief as he, yet it is certainly from him the monotheistic 
belief has been diffused." 

The history of Old Testament times was carried along 
on the streams of human memory and tradition. We must 
not therefore overestimate the importance of securing an 
exact knowledge of the geography of Bible places. Several 
localities claim to be the original Ur of the Chaldees, the 
early home of Abraham. Haran lay at the point of diver- 
gence between the great caravan routes toward* the various 
fords of the Euphrates on the one hand and the Tigris on 
the other. 

Abraham, though a nomad, was a powerful chief. The 
story of his interview with Pharaoh (Gen. 12:10-20) is 

some ii;idication of his prominence and wealth. 

Teacher's Aim, — To help the scholars to feel that happi- 
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ness is less in great buildings and what we have (mate- 
rially) than in what we are and in taking part in God's 
great work and plans. 

Point of Contact. — (Modify if where Thanksgiving Day 
is not observed.) How many enjoy Thanksgiving Day? 
Why? Which do you enjoy most, Thanksgiving Day or 
Christmas? Why? How many have now, in usable con- 
dition, three things received last Christmas ? Tell some of 
them. After all, many of us have few things of value left 
from Christmas. What besides the number and value of 
the presents makes Christmas so happy a day? Did you 
ever, at school or at home, do something that you knew 
was right, and that God wanted you to do, that made you 
feel very happy when it was done. ? How many really tried 
hard in school last term, and were promoted? Do you 
feel happier when you try and are promoted, or when you 
play in school and are not promoted? Why do you think 
this is? (Because you are conscious God is pleased, and 
is with you.) Would Christmas without this feeling be 
happy? Even with more presents than usual? 

Do you think a great missionary, or a great discoverer, 
with almost no personal possessions, but with the conscious- 
ness that he was pleasing God and taking part in God's 
great plans, would be more or less happy than a man who 
had a present of money and lands but not the consciousness 
of God's pleasure in him and his doings? Of course the 
happiest man may be one who has both, but which does 
most to make us happy ? Watch yourselves and see which 
makes you most really happy. To-day we have some people 
of each kind. Let us see what we think of each. 

Lesson Setting. — ^Whom did God once tell to build an 
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ark ? Why ? What were the other people in the world like ? 
Was anyone besides Noah saved in the ark? Who? How 
did Noah know when the water had dried np? What 
promise did God make to Noah ? What sign is to remind 
ns of this promise ? How many sons had Noah ? 

LESSON STOEY. 
I. Building that Did not Result in Happinsss. 

(May omit.) 

1. Now a long, long time after Noah, there were again 

many people npon the earth. Tell or read Genesis 
11 : 1-4. 

2. The people nnable to enjoy the city. Verses 6-9. 

II. A Family that God directs. 

1. The members of Terah's family. Genesis 11 : 28-30. 

Explain that Terah worshipped idols (Josh. 24: 2), 
some people think he even made idols in Ur. He 
apparently hears God's voice within saying to give 
that Tip. He must seek a new life and a new home. 

2. Terah starts out for a new home. Verses 31, 32. No- 

tice who Terah takes with him. 

3. God's call and promise to Abram. 12 : 1-3. Make 

scholars understand something of what this promise 
meant, and its New Testament fulfilment. 

4. Abram journeys to Canaan. Verses 4, 6. Notice 

whom Abram takes with him. 

5. Abram in Canaan. Verses 6-9. 

Conclusion. — ^Which set of people do you think were the 
happiest, the Babel-builders or Terah and his fam- 
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ily? Why? "What did the people of Babel have? 
What did Terah give up? (His home, and his busi- 
ness, which we have reason to think was good from a 
money-making standpoint.) What did he have? 
We shall see in a few Sundays what Abram, after- 
wards called Abraham, got besides the consciousness 
of God's pleasure, and a new home. 

Putting into Action, — Manual work on Abram's journey. 
Use Sand Map and Pictures. (Eemember that children 
of eight, and often nine, years have little idea of the mean- 
ing of our projected maps.) 
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CHAPTER V. 



Giving Lot the First Choice 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 13 : 1-18. 

Lesson Passage : — Gtenesis 13 : 1-13, 18. 

If Chapter D be omitted, see Side Lights for that chap- 
ter and include the more important facts of that lesson in 
this. 

Side Lights and Facts. — The exact situation of Sodom 
is unknown. There are almost equally weighty reasons for 
placing it south, as north, of the Dead Sea. Among other 
reasons for placing it at the north end, "there is the 
mention of the eastward direction from Bethel, and the 
fact of the perfect manner in which the district north of 
the lake can be" seen from the central highlands of the 
country on which Abram and Lot were standing.^^ And 
for placing it at the south, there "is the existence of the 
salt mountain at the south of the lake, and its tendency to 
split off in columnar masses, presenting a rude resemblance 
to the human form. Topographers a few years ago placed 
the city at the south end of the lake. Since nearly the 
close of the nineteenth century they have placed it at the 
north end. (See Stewart's Land op Israel.) 

In either case the region was "well watered every- 
where" north of the Dead Sea. These abundant waters 
even now support a mass of verdure before they are lost in 
the light, loamy soil of the region. But at the time when 
Abram and Lot beheld them, they were husbanded and di- 
rected by irrigation, after the manner of Egypt, till the 
whole circle was one great oasis — a garden of Jehovah. In 
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the midst of the garden the four cities of Sodom, Gomor- 
rah, Admah, and Zeboim appear to have been situated. To 
these cities Lot descended, and retaining his nomad habits 
amongst the more civilized manners of the Canaanite settle- 
ment pitched his tent by the chief of the four. At a later 
period he seems to have been living within the walls of 
Sodom.^^ SoDOM. — Smith's Bible Dictionary. (See also 
Side Lights of Lesson XII.) 

Teachers Aim. — To make scholars feel that to give oth- 
ers the first choice is noble and pleasing to God. 

Point of Contact. — Do the biggest scholars in this 
Sunday school take the best seats, or do they give the first 
choice and best or front seats to the younger scholars? 
(Use some other illustration if the younger children in 
the school do not have the front or best seats.) As you 
have seen boys or girls together, what kind, of a boy or girl 
usually gives the other the first choice? Which way takes 
the most strength or nobility of character? What does a 
very little child naturally do ? (Take all it can get of what 
it thinks it wants.) If you and some other boy or girl have 
a dispute, which is really the biggest and noblest, the one 
who insists on having the best of the matter, or the one 
who stops the trouble by giving the other the best ? Which 
is most pleasing to God? 

To-day we shall see how the people we began to learn 
about last Sunday acted in this respect. 

Lesson Setting. — ^What man once left his home prob- 
ably to avoid the worship of idols ? Where was his home ? 
How many sons had he ? The name of the best known son ? 
The name of Terah's grandson who went with the party? 
The name of Abram's wife ? How many does this make in 
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the moving family, besides probably servants and follow- 
ers? When they came to Haran what happened? After 
Terah's death, what did God tell Abram to do? What 
promise did God give to Abram? What did Abram do? 
What land did he enter ? What did he do there ? 

Now there was a famine in Canaan. What is a famine ? 
(Explain if class cannot). What should Abram do? Do 
you know in what Abram and Sarai and Lot lived instead 
of houses? (Tents.) Why do you suppose this was? 
(Explain the early times and lack of our civilized customs. 
Abram was a nomad, hardly more than an American In- 
dian.) So Abram and Lot took up the tents and roamed 
till they came to Egypt, where there was plenty to eat. 
But Egypt was not the land God had promised to Abram, 
so when the famine was over the party left Egypt. 

LESSON STORY. 

1. The party returns to Bethel. Genesis 13 : 1-4. Notice 
whether Abram was poor or rich. Remind class of 
what Terah had left. Was Abram's first aim to ob- 
tain riches, or what? If the class had the Babel 
story, compare. 

2. The cause of trouble. Verses 5-7. 

3. Abram's proposition to stop the trouble. Verses 8, 9. 

4. Lof s first choice. Verses 10-13. Show the wrong of 

choosing cities where the people were wicked just 
to have water and other things easily. May give 
considerable geography of the region here, as de- 
scription of the Jordan and the Dead Sea; but 
preferably not map work, as most scholars in this 
grade have not had maps in day-school and do not 
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understand them. Tell what plants and trees grow 
there, why no fish in the Dead Sea, etc.). 
5. God^s approval of Abram shown by the renewed prom- 
ise. Verses 14-18. 

Concliision. — ^Which really had the best place to live? 
Did Abram know it would result so when he gave Lot the 
first choice ? Which man does everybody think the noblest ? 
With which was God most pleased? 

Putting into Action. — The teacher should watch inci- 
dents in Sunday school, and even if after some weeks, 
when scholars push for best seats, or books, etc., remind 
them of this lesson, trying to make them glad to be like 
Abram in this. Eefer to God's presence and pleasure in 
the act as the real motive. 

If lesson on Abraham's Rescue of Lot (Chapter E) is 
omitted, we may include something of it with this lesson. 



f. 
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*SUPPLEME]SrT FOR CHAPTER E. 

Abraham's Rescue of Lot 

(This Chapter may be omitted, if fewer Lessons be desired.) 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 14 : 1-24. 

Lesson Passage : — Genesis 14 : 8-24. 

Side Lights and Facts. — The story of the invasion of 
Palestine by Chedorlaomer and his confederate kings shows 
the prompt and forceful nature of Abraham. This invasion 
may have been another of those movements from the north 
similar to Abraham^s own migration. But he had come 
peacefully, whereas they had swept southward with all the 
furious onslaught of robber hordes. Abraham, as the head 
of the local chiefs, summons his followers, drives back the 
invaders, and rescues their captives and all their stolen 
treasure. 

Teacher's Aim. — To show scholars that the person who, 
from kindness or love of peace, yields the best to others is 
usually the person who is most brave and strong when there 
is real need to fight. 

Point of Contact. — Did you ever know a boy or girl 
who was constantly" talking big," or as though he (or she) 
could do great things? What kind of a boy (or girl) was 
he ? Did you ever see that boy when there was something 
to be done that took some bravery or courage? (Encourage 
scholars to talk about this. They will probably come to 
the right conclusion that boasters are usually not brave; 
but if they do not, help them.) Which boy is usually 
bravest on real occasion, the one who easily yields to others' 
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wishes, or the one who always wants the best, and his own 
way or first choice ? 

To-day we shall see which was tha better fighter, Abra- 
ham or Lot. 

Lesson Setting, — ^What relation was Abraham to Lot? 
(Notice that the Bible sometimes calls them brothers, 
meaning near relations. Also Lot's father was probably 
older than Abraham and so Lot was not far from Abra- 
ham's age.) Where had they lived when young? How 
did they come to leave Ur? What was Abraham's father's 
name? To what land did God lead Abraham and Lot 
after Terah's death? Did they ever leave this land? 
Why? Where did they go? Meanwhile were they so liv- 
ing as to use up what they had, or to grow rich? When 
they returned to Canaan, what trouble did they have? 
What did they do about it? Which gave the other the 
first choice ? What kind of a place did Lot choose ? What 
did Abraham take? How did God show his approval of 
Abraham ? 

LESSON STORY. 

I. — ^LoT Captured. 

1. Four kings unite against five. Tell 14 : 1-8 something 
as follows : Now the land of Canaan was owned or 
occupied by many tribal chiefs, or small kings, as 
they called themselves; and four such kings from 
the north. made war against the king of Sodom, 
where Lot was, against the king of Gomorrah, which 
was very near, and against three other kings. In 
all there were four kings from the north fighting 
against five kings, including the kings of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. 
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2. The defeat of the five kings. Verses 8-10. (Dwell 

on and describe somewhat the slime pits.) 

3. The fate of Sodom, Gomorrah, and Lot. Verses 11, 12. 

Was this very brave, on the part of Lot, to let four 
kings defeat and capture him and five kings? 

II. — Lot Rescued by Abraham. 

4. The news brought to Abraham. Verse 13. 

5. Abraham defeats the four kings. Verses 14, 15. 

Note that Damascus was probably more than a 
hundred miles from Abraham's home. There were 
no cars in those days. Therefore Abraham pur- 
sued for some days, and took as long or longer to 
return. Also, there were no guns in those days. 
They probably used spears. Make class realize that 
this was one man's followers against four men's. 

6. Abraham rescues Lot and others. Verses 16, 17. 

III. — After the War. 

7. The Priest King, Melchizedek. Verses 18-20. (Treat 

simply, but let class feel some of the mystery about 
Melchizedek. Teacher may read for herself He- 
brews, Chapter 7.) 

8. Abraham's generosity to the king of Sodom. Verses 

21-24. 

Conclusion. — ^What new traits of Abraham's character 
does this lesson show us? (Bravery, loyalty, or family 
feeling, promptness, energy, generosity.) What traits of 
his did we know before? Do you think these two sets of 
characteristics often, or seldom, go together? 

Putting into Action. — Sand map or other tracing of 
the battles, etc., with the object of showing how far Abram 
went, and how much he did for one who liad not been wise 
or apparently worthy. 
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Abraham Entertaining Angels 

Teaching Material: — Genesis 17:1-8; 18:1-16. 
Lesson Passage : — Genesis 18 : 1-8. 

Side Lights and Facts. — "In Palestine . . . From 
12 to 3 p. M. is the time of greatest heat . . . The 
fierce rays strike down from above, the glare flashes up 
from the stony ground, the air quivers, and the mountains 
have a flattened-down appearance under the heat-haze. . 
The shepherd gathers his flock around him under shel- 
ter .. . To one resting in the cool shade from such 
oppression, there comes a new wealth of meaning into the 
words . . . ^under the shadow of the Almighty' (Ps. 
91 : 1) 'the sun shall not smite thee by day' (Ps. 121 : 6)." 
— Mackie. 

"The East is celebrated for its laws of hospitality . . 
These customs were established long before travel was un- 
dertaken in the interests of commerce or exploration, and 
some very strong reason was needed to make a man face 
the dangers and hardships of a journey. The arrival of a 
stranger was a rare occurrence, and the law of hospitality 
forbade any inquiry as to where he had come from or where 
he was going, until the expiration of at least three days 
showed that his case was not one of urgency or personal 
danger.'^ "He is told that the house is his. The owner 
waits upon him, all the supplies of the house are for his 
necessities, all its strength for his defence." — Mackie. 

If Chapter P is omitted, see Side Lights for that les- 
son. Its facts may be included in this lesson. 
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Teachers Aim. — To make scholars know and realize 
that God speaks to us through people. 

Point of Contact. — ^Who can tell us what a messenger 
boy is, and what he does? (Talk a little about messenger 
boys and what they do.) Did your father or mother ever 
send a message, or speak to you through some other person ? 
Your older brother, or sister, or who ? Does our heavenly 
Father ever speak to us through other people? Through 
whom especially? (Parents, teachers, friends. May in- 
clude the writers of the Bible if scholars seem ready.) God 
may speak to you through me, but you must not think that 
everything I say is God speaking. How can you tell ? 
(Something in you tells.) Do you think God ever speaks 
to me through you? (Yes, God often speaks through 
friends.) To-day we have a story of God speaking to 
Abraham through three men. 

Lesson Setting. — ^When did God first speak to Abra- 
ham, and what did He tell Abraham to do ? What did God 
promise Abraham ? Where did Abraham, or Abram as he 
was then called, go? Who went with him? (Name of 
wife. Name of nephew.) Did Lot and Abraham stay 
together? Where did Lot go? Where did Abraham go? 
(Omit the following if Chapter E was omitted.) What 
happened to Lot in Sodom? What did Abraham do for 
him ? How did Abraham treat the king of Sodom ? How 
did God show His approval of Abraham after this event? 

LESSON STORY. 

I. — A Second Appearance op God to Abraham. 

1. God appears again to Abraham. Tell or read Genesis 
17 : 1, 2. (Note Abraham's age.) 
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2. What Abraham does. Verse 3. 

3. Renewed promise and change of name. Verses 4-8. 

(Have scholars say and learn both names.) 

II. — God Speaks Through Three Men or Angels. 

4. The tent door. Gen. 18 : 1. Tell something as follows. 

But God did not always speak to Abraham directly. 
One day, about noon, when it was hot (describe the 
heat of the climate, requiring rest in the middle of 
the day) Abraham sat in his tent door, in the plains 
of Mamre. (Picture this.) 

5. What Abraham saw and did. Verse 2. 

6. What he said. Verses 3-5. (Describe customs.) 

7. Getting the dinner. Verses 6-8. (Read or tell care- 

fully, and notice what they had and the people who 
helped Abraham.) 

8. God's message through the men. Verses 9 and 10a. 

(Have scholars think how happy this would make 
Abraham.) 

III. — Sarah and the Message. 

9. What Sarah did and why. lOb-12. 

10. The rebuke. 13-15. 

11. The men depart. 16. 

Conclusion, — ^Do you think Sarah thought the message 
one from God when she laughed ? Do you think Abraham 
knew? Why do you suppose Sarah was less quick than 
Abraham to know this ? How shall we know when God is 
speaking to us through anyone? (Be ready and watching. 
Know what kind of things God says.) What can we do if 
we are not sure? (Ask God in prayer. Ask older people 
what they think.) Who has God especially given us, to be 
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like angels over us, and to act as messengers from Him to 
us? Parents? (Teacher must expand this thought, and 
caution where necessary.) 

Putting into Action, — Encourage scholars to listen 
for a message from God through whoever speaks in the 
closing exercises. Also to show hospitality by offering 
books, chairs, etc. to visitors if occasion arises. 

Teacher may use the following story near the beginning 
of the lesson to illustrate the Eastern ideas of hospitality : 
"A case occurred some years ago near Tripoli in Syria,- 
which shows what a strong sense of duty and honor is 
pledged for the protection of a guest. A man had com- 
mitted manslaughter, and in his flight from the avengers 
of blood came to the mountain hut of a shepherd. The 
shepherd was absent with his flock, and the fugitive begged 
and received protection in the name of God from his wife 
and young son. Half an hour afterwards the house was 
surrounded by horsemen. Their law of courtesy made it 
impossible for them to enter the only room of the house, 
which was sacred as being the woman's apartment, and they 
demanded that the criminal should be brought forth. The 
poor woman came to the door holding by the hand her son, 
twelve years of age, and said, ^I cannot surrender my guest, 
but take my only son and kill him instead.^ Her resolute 
chivalry so impressed them that after a short pause they 
told her that for her sake the fugitive was pardoned and 
free. Then they rode away.'' — Mackie. 
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♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER F. 

The Doom of Sodom and Gomorrah 

(This Chapter may be omitted, if fewer Lessons be de- 
sired.) 

Teaching Material :— Genesis 18 : 17-33 ; 19 : 12-28. 

Lesson Passage : — Genesis 18 : 17-33. 

Side Lights and Facts. — The Jordan valley, and prob- 
ably Sodom and Gomorrah, could easily be seen from Abra- 
ham's home at Mamre or Hebron. "As there are neither 
mists nor mines in Palestine the air is wonderfully clear. 
Travellers starting on a day's journey of twenty-five or 
thirty miles see their point of destination lying distinctly 
in front of them, and at first wonder why they never seem 
to come any nearer to it. . . . Under this enameling 
light remote objects show up clear in outline that in Eng- 
land (or in most parts of America) would lie folded away 
in blue haze. . . . When S. John says of the New Jeru- 
salem, T saw no temple therein' (Rev. 21 : 22), the impres- 
sion is that of one gazing upon the earthly Jerusalem 
where, under the beating sunshine and cloudless sky, every- 
thing stands out sparkling, particular, and unmistakable.'' 
— Mackie. 

CHAPTER V. 

Teachers Aim. — To show that God does more justly, 
wisely, and lovingly than we (man or even Abraham) can 
even think. Through this thought, to increase love and 
trust. 

Point of Contact. — ^Were you ever in really bad trouble 
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in school, or at home, feeling as though something terrible 
would happen? (Encourage scholars to talk about their ex- 
periences in this line.) Did you feel that you ought to tell 
somebody, and yet that worse might happen to you if you 
did ? How did it really turn out ? After all the something 
terrible proved not nearly as bad as you thought, not as bad 
as the fear? Your parents, your teacher, or perhaps God, 
was wiser and better than you thought? Something like 
this once happened with Abraham, and we have the story 
about it to-day. 

Lesson Setting,— -What terrible event once happened 
when the world was very wicked? Why was the flood 
necessary? How about the children that would otherwise 
be born into the wicked homes? Were the people given 
warning ? What one man at that time "walked with God'^ ? 
What was he told to do ? Who was saved with him ? Was 
the flood more or less merciful than if the people had been 
killed by sickness, or war, or most other forms of death? 
What man are we now learning about ? Did he "walk with 
God"? Tell some times that God especially talked with 
Abraham. Did God ever speak to Abraham through other 
people? Tell about it. What glad promise did they give 
him ? Where did Lot live at this time ? What relation was 
Lot to Abraham ? Tell something of how Lot came to live 
in Sodom. What kind of a place was Sodom ? 

LESSON STORY. 
I. — Abraham^s Anxiety. 

1. God's desire to tell Abraham His intention concerning 
Sodom. Genesis 18 : 17-19. 
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2. God suggests His intentions. Verses 20-21. 

3. Abraham's first prayer for Sodom. Verses 23-25. 

4. God's answer. Verse 26. (Notice that God probably 

knew the conditions at Sodom but did this to pre- 
pare Abraham and also to teach him.) 

5. Abraham's other humble but anxious prayers. Verses 

27-32a. 

6. God's promise. Verses 32b and 33 : 

II. — God's Greater Love and Wisdom. 

Suppose God should find only Lot and his family of 
four or five good, should He save Sodom ? Would it 
be right to the children that would be born into the 
wicked homes of Sodom ? Let us see what the 
heavenly Father did. 

7. Men (or angels) sent to warn Lot. Genesis 19 : 1, and 

12-13. Why might Abraham not have thought of 
warning Lot? Did we? (or would we have if we 
had not known other Bible stories?) 

8. Lot's sons-in-law not worthy. Verse 14. 

9. The rescue of the four who were good. Verses 15-17. 

10. Further kindness to Lot. Verses 18-23. 

11. The quick destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Verses 24, 25. Show how this was merciful in its 
quickness. No drawn out suffering. May mention 
here that when our Litany says "from sudden death, 
Good Lord, deliver us," it means from "death un- 
prepared," not death sudden in time or amount of 
sickness. 

12. Disobedience of Lot's wife. Verses 17b and 26. 

13. What Abraham saw. Verses 27-29. 
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Conclusion, — God had promised to save Sodom if He 
found how many good people? Did He find ten? How 
many did He find ? Whom do you think Abraham had in 
mind in his prayer? According to Abraham's prayer, 
would Lot have been saved? Was even Lot altogether 
good? (Not in his choice of Sodom as a home.) Abraham 
seems hardly to have dared to pray for Lot directly. Do 
you think God knew what Abraham really wanted in his 
prayer? Would it have been better or worse for Lot if 
wicked Sodom had been saved on account of him? How 
then was what God did better than Abraham had asked ? 
God tells us in the Bible (Isaiah 55:9): "For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher 
than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts." 
Shall we learn them? 

Putting into Action, — Have scholars take Sodom and 
Gomorrah from the sand, pulp, or other map, suddenly, as 
by lightning. Also, where practicable, let scholars choose 
some closing hymn of love and praise. 
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♦SUPPLEMENTAEY CHAPTER G. 
EEVIEW OP CHAPTERS V-P. 



(This Chapter may be omitted, if fewer Lessons be de- 
sired.) 

If Chapter B was omitted, include it in this lesson. 

Teacher's Theme. — ^Walking with God. Genesis 6:9; 
Proverbs 3 : 5, 6. 

Teacher's Aim. — To show what people do who ^Valk 
with God^^; especially emphasizing listening to God, obey- 
ing, and worshipping. 

Point of Contact. — ^Do you ever go walking with your 
much older brother (or sister, if girls^ class) or your father ? 
Where? (Let those who have never, if there are any such, 
imagine the conditions.) What advantages do you have that 
you would not have if alone ? Go any farther than if alone ? 
Learn about what ? etc. Suppose you thought you wanted 
to go some particular way, what would you do ? Yes, ask. 
Then want which one to decide? Why? (The older one 
might have a better plan.) After the walk, where do you 
want to be brought? (Home.) N"ow we have a Friend who 
wants us to walk through life with Him. Who is it ? 

LESSON" REVIEW. 
I. — Enoch and Methuselah. 

Who is the first man you know of that the Bible says 
^ Valked with God" ? ( Class will probably say Noah. ) Who 
was Noah's grandfather? (Methuselah.) How old did he 
live to be? (Gen. 5: 27.) Yes, he was the oldest person 
whose age we know. Who was Methuselah's father? (Tell 
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if class does not know; Gen. 5 : 21-24.) What relation was 
Enoch to Noah? What happened as Enoch ^Valked with 
God^^ and grew old ? Yes, there is only one other man in 
the Bible who people say went to heaven without dying. 
But the story does not say Enoch never died. What does 
God do for all people who "walk with Him/^ when they 
die? God takes all people who have "walked with Him/^ 
when they die. But this is the first person we study about 
of whom the Bible says he "walked with God.^^ Tell me 
his name again. Whose father was he? Whose great- 
grandfather? 

II. — Noah. 

Did Noah walk with God ? Did God ever speak to him ? 
What was the occasion ? What did God tell Noah to do ? 
Did Noah listen carefully? Did Noah make objection? 
What did he do? In every particular as God said? (Ee- 
view Chapters C. and IV. according to the time at your dis- 
posal.) What did Noah do when he came out of the ark? 

III. — Abraham. 

Who was the next man of whom we learn who "walked 
with God"? Who was his father? What was his wife's 
name? Where did they originally live? What was their 
religion when Abraham was young? What is thought to 
have been Terah's occupation or business? Did God ever 
speak to them ? What did God want them to do ? Did they 
listen, or were they too busy? (Review Chapter D-E ac- 
cording to time at disposal, noticing acts of obedience and 
worship.) Did God ever speak indirectly, or through other 
people, to Abraham ? Through whom ? When ? Was Abra- 
ham too proud or too busy to listen to them? Tell the 
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story (Chapter VI.). Did Abraham ever plead or reason 
with God? For whom was Abraham anxious? etc. (Ee- 
view Lesson 12 showing how God was pleased to have Abra- 
ham commune with Him, although God's ways or plans 
were better than Abraham ever asked or hoped.) 

Conclusion, — Let us now, thinking especially of Noah 
and Abraham, put down the most important characteristics 
of those who "walk with God.'' What is the first thing we 
notice about them? etc. (Lead to the following characteris- 
tics: (1) Listen to God, (2) obeyed God, (3) worshipped 
God. These are the three most important characteristics. 
Less important ones are, (4) gave another the first choice, 
(5) wanted peace, (6) fought bravely, (7) was generous 
and kind to enemy (the King of Sodom), (8) hospitable to 
strangers, (9) took care of property, or money, so as to in- 
crease rather than waste it, (10) gave one-tenth, or a large 
part, to the priest (Melchizedek). Can we do all this? (If 
teacher has black-board, put these characteristics on the 
board as the scholars give them. Then mark each as schol- 
ars decide that they can do or be what would be the same 
in our day.) Does God want us to "walk with Him" and do 
these things ? How many feel that our heavenly Father is 
here now speaking to us, and calling us to walk with Him ? 
(Avoid personal response to such a call at this age. En- 
courage class feeling of response. The aim is rather to help 
scholars to feel God's presence.) 

Putting into Action. — If scholars have note-books, let 
them make the above list of characteristics in them. Also 
encourage the feeling of God's presence, and the scholar's 
walking with Him," during the closing exercises. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER H. 



Ishmael in the Wilderness 

(This Chapter may be omitted, if fewer Lessons be de- 
sired.) 

Teaching Material: — Genesis 16:1-15; 17:15-21; 
21 : 1-21. 

Lesson Passage : — Genesis 21 : 14-21. 

Side Lights and Facts. — "In Genesis 17 : 25, it is stated 
that he (Ishmael) was thirteen years old when he was cir- 
cumcised.^^ Abraham was 99 at the time. Isaac "was born 
when Abraham was a hundred years old (21 : 5), and as the 
weaning, according to Eastern usage, probably took place 
when the child was between two and three years old, Ish- 
mael himself must have been then between fifteen and six- 
teen years old." In 21 : 14 "It is at least unnecessary to 
assume that the child was put on her (Hagar^s) shoulder, 
the construction of the Hebrew . . . not requiring it ; 
and the sense of the passage renders it highly improbable. 
Hagar certainly carried the bottle on her shoulder, and per- 
haps the bread: she could hardly have also thus carried a 
child." In verse 20 of the same chapter Ishmael is called 
"lad." — Smith's Bible Dictionary (Ishmael.) 

"The bottles of Scripture are . . . of two kinds: 
(1) The skin bottle, (2) The bottle of earthen or glass- 
ware, both of them capable of being closed from the air. 
. . The Arabs, and all those that lead a wandering 
life, keep their own water, milk, and other liquors, in 
leathern bottles. These are made of goatskins. When the 
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animal is killed, they cut oflE its feet and its head, and they 
draw it in this manner out of the skin, without opening the 
belly. In Arabia they are tanned with acacia-bark and the 
hairy part left outside. If not tanned, a disagreeable taste 
is imparted to the water. They afterwards sew up the 
places where the legs were cut off and the tail, and when it 
is filled they tie it about the neck.^^ — S. B. D. — (Bottle). 
These bottles were readily borne upon or swung from the 
shoulder. Larger bottles were made of ox skin. 

Teacher's Aim. — To help scholars to feel that God is 
with them in times of loneliness. 

Point of Contact. — ^Were you ever away from home? 
For how long a time? Were any of your family with you? 
Did you feel home-sick any of the time ? Did you ever feel 
lonely even when at home? Perhaps every one was busy, 
no time to listen to you, etc. Were you ever lonely in 
school, when misunderstood perhaps, yet with many chil- 
dren and people about you? (Scholars this age usually 
have had times of intense loneliness, and if friendly with 
the teacher may tell about it, or at least say enough to show 
that the point of contact is felt.) Is anyone really with us 
at such times? To-day we have a story of how God was 
with a lonely lad. 

Lesson Setting. — Of what man who ^Valked with God" 
have "we been studying? What did he have for a house? 
(Tent.) Was the land he lived in warm or cold? Did he 
stay in one place or go on long journeys ? Do you suppose 
he often slept out of doors ? Upon what did he depend for 
a living ? 
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LESSON" STORY. 
I. — The Birth of Ishmael. 

1. How Hagar came to be Abraham's wife. Tell some- 

thing as follows : In those primitive days it was not 
unusual, or considered wrong, for a man to have two, 
or even more, wives. So when Sarah, Abraham's 
wife, had no children and she knew that Abraham 
wanted a son, she ^^took Hagar, her maid, the Egyp- 
tian, . . . and gave her to . . Abraham to 
be his wife.'' Genesis 16 : 1-3. 

2. (May omit.) Hagar's ingratitude. Now when Ha- 

gar became Abraham's wife she despised Sarah her 
mistress, and Sarah told Abraham. Tell or read 
verses 6-10. 

3. Ishmael is born. Verses 15 and 16 (Say, "God gave 

Hagar and Abraham a son.") How old was Abra- 
ham? 

II. — The Birth of Isaac. 

4. Isaac promised, and Sarah given a new name. When 

Abraham was 100 years old, how old was Ishmael ? 
N"ow when Abraham was 100 years old (tell or read) 
Genesis 17 : 15-17a, 18-22. 

5. Isaac born. Genesis 21 : 5, 4. 

6. Sarah's joy. Verses 6, 7. 

III. — ^Why Hagar and Ishmael Were Sent Away. 

7. The occasion of trouble. Verse 8. Notice that Ish- 

mael was about 15 years old. 

8. Ishmael doing wrong. Tell or read of his mocking 

and making trouble. Verse 9. 
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9. The necessary punishment. Verse 10. 

10. Abraham's sorrow and God's renewed promise for both 

the boys. Verses 11-13. Make scholars feel that 
the out-of-door life was not hard or unusual in those 
days and that country. It was something like 
sending a troublesome boy to boarding-school to-day. 
The school would not necessarily be harder than for 
good boys. 

IV. — ISHMAEL IN THE WILDERNESS. 

11. Starting off. Verse 14. (Tell about "bottles" of those 

days, or show picture of one.) 

12. Faint for water. Verses 15 and 16. What do you 

think this son of Abraham would do under the cir- 
cumstances ? Was he really alone ? 

13. Prayer answered in courage and opened eyes. Verses 

17-19. 

14. God staying with Ishmael in his daily life. Verses 

20 and 21. 

Conclusion. — (May omit if full story was taken and if 
it has made an evident impression on the scholars.) Was 
God nearer to Ishmael than He is to us? What followed 
when Ishmael did wrong? Were both Abraham and God 
sorry that this punishment had to be? Was God with 
Ishmael even during the punishment? Perhaps God let 
Hagar and Ishmael be thirsty on purpose to show them, 
and make them conscious, that He was with them. Was 
God with Ishmael afterward in his daily life? 

Putting into Action.-^Can we feel God with us now? 
Can we feel Goi with us when out playing? Does He care 

56 



Hero Stories of the Old Testament. 

when we are happy ? Where else can we feel God with us ? 
(In school.) Even when kept in? (Try, by quiet manner 
and feeling God's presence yourself, to start and strengthen 
this feeling of God's loving and watching presence.) 
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Abraham Willing to Offer Isaac 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 22 : 1-19. 

. Lesson Passage : — Genesis 22 : 1-19. 

If Chapter H was omitted, see Side Lights for that 
chapter. Teacher may include the more important facts 
of that lesson in this. 

Side Lights and Facts. — The religion of Abraham's age 
and neighbors was no doubt a form of nature-worship. It 
was identified with many cruel rites and ceremonies, with 
infanticide and human sacrifices. "Abraham was familiar 
with the idea that the most exalted form of religious wor- 
ship was the sacrifice of the first-born.'' — Marcus Dods. 
It is a striking and beautiful legend of his conversion, how 
he turned from the star when it sank in the sky, saying, 
"This is not my Lord. I like not those that set" ; and then 
in turn refused to worship the moon, and the sun, saying 
at last to his people, "0 my people, I am clear of these 
things. I turn my face to Him who hath made the heaven 
and the earth." We cannot at this distance fully appreci- 
ate what it cost Abraham to break with the idolatry of his 
age. We can see something of it in these words : "And he 
believed in the Lord, and He counted it to him for right- 
eousness" (Gen. 15:6.) — P. H. 

Of the precise age of Isaac at the time of this trial of 
Abraham's faith, we obtain no knowledge from the Bible. 
Josephus speaks of him as then twenty-five years old, but 
without any proof from Scripture or elsewhere. That he 
was no longer a child, but was at least approaching his 
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manhood, is evident from thie fact that the wood was laid 
on him, as the father and son went up the mountain. He 
is called a lad in the A. V. (Gen. 22 : 5.) — Smithes Bible 
Dictionary — (Isaac.) See also Side Lights for Lesson 20. 

Teacher's Aim, — ^To show how God leads and speaks to 
us. Teacher may with slight changes take the older theme 
of faith in God. 

Point of Contact, — Did you ever start to do something 
and hear a voice within say to stop ? Was what you were 
doing best, or what the voice said? Who was speaking 
through that inner voice? Did you ever see a person do 
something good and hear the voice say for you to do so too ? 
Does the voice as easily say to do something as not to do 
something? (With some people^ more easily). This voice 
speaks to quite small children, but it is not usually heard 
much before three or four years of age. If we listen to it 
we will hear it more easily and more often as we grow 
older. 

(Teacher may omit the following story.) I will tell 
you a true story about a little boy who listened to this 
voice when only three years old. He afterward became a 
great man. (Teacher tell in her own words.) "When I 
was a little boy,^^ he says, "in my fourth year, one fine day 
in spring my father led me hy the hand to a distant part of 
the farm, but soon sent me home alone. On the way f had 
to pass a little pond; . . a rhodora in full bloom, a 
rare flower. . . . attracted my attention, and drew 
me to the spot. I saw a little tortoise sunning himself in 
the shallow water at the roots of the flaming shrub. I lifted 
the stick I had in my hand, to strike the harmless reptile ; 
for though I had never killed any creature, yet I had seen 
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other boys do so. . . . But all at once something 
checked my little arm, and a voice within me said clear and 
loud, ^It is wrong !' I held my uplifted stick in wonder at 
the new emotion. . . . till the tortoise and the rho- 
dora both vanished from my sight. I hastened home, and 
told the tale to my mother,' and asked what it was that told 
me ^it was wrong.^ She wiped a tear from her eye, and 
taking me in her arms said, ^Some men call- it conscience, 
but I prefer to call it the voice of God in the soul of man. 
If you listen and obey it, then it will speak clearer and 
clearer, and always guide you right; but if you turn a 
deaf ear or disobey, then it will fade out, little by little, 
and leave you in the dark and without a guide.^ " — Farrar 
— "Silence and Voices of God" (1. 44). 

Our Bible story to-day is of how God spoke to our friend 
Abraham, perhaps in just such ways. 

Lesson Setting. — How many sons had Abraham ? Their 
names? Which was older? What became of him? How 
old was Abraham when Isaac was born? Who was Isaac's 
mother ? How many other good people lived in Abraham's 
time? (Lot, and probably his two daughters, at least.) 
Did all the other people mean to be bad, do you suppose ? 
No, many of them undoubtedly worshipped their gods 
sincerely. Were they civilized, or primitive, Indian-like 
people? In their eflEorts to please their gods they ofiEered 
the best things they had. We know what two brothers once 
ofiEered. Who were they ? What did each ofiEer ? The peo- 
ple in Abraham's time sometimes even ofiEered their chil- 
dren, especially their oldest sons, as their best gifts. Was 
Abraham more civilized than these people? (A little, es- 
pecially in his religious ideas.) 
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LESSON" STOEY. 
I. — ^Abbaham^s Obedience to the Voice. 

1. The Voice. (Tell something as follows) : Now Abra- 

ham had probably seen these people offer their sons, 
and the inner voice would naturally ask if Abraham 
were not willing to do as much for his God as these 
people did for theirs. Did Abraham love his God ? 
Would he want to do all he could for God ? Tell or 
read Genesis 22 : 1, 2. Isaac was now probably a 
big boy; almost a young man. 

2. The trip in obedience to the voice. Verses 3-6. 

3. Abraham leaves Isaac unprepared. Verses 7, 8. If 

Abraham had felt sure this was what God meant 
could he have left Isaac in ignorance and unpre- 
pared? (It hardly seems so.) Was God^s inner 
voice beginning to whisper deeper understanding ? 

4. Abraham willing to the last. Verses 9, 10. 

11. — GoD^s Approval. 

5. The will accepted for the deed. Verses 11-14. Was 

this inner voice just as truly God's voice as the phys- 
ical one some people think, telling Abraham that 
God did not want dead sacrifices, but rather lives 
lived for Him? God wants us to live for Him. 
The Bible does not say with which kind of a voice 
God spoke to Abraham, but Bible students more and 
more think it was with the inner voice. 

6. God's approval and renewed promise. Verses 15-18. 

7. Abraham's return. Verse 19. 

Conclusion. — Was Abraham a wise, or a less wise, 
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man when he reached home? What did he know about 
God's ways and wishes that he did not know when he 
started out? Would Abraham have known this if he had 
not listened to the voice that spoke about what he saw 
others do ? 

When can we hear this quiet voice of God? When we 
are about to do anything, what does it tell us? (Whether 
God is pleased or not.) When we see others do something, 
what does it tell us? (Whether God would be pleased to 
have us do the same, or not.) 

Does the voice ever speak again, or differently, when we 
find something we did not know or think of when we began ? 
Did it with Abraham? Why should God at first seem to 
say one thing, and then sometimes seem to change ? Do you 
think Abraham felt the wrong of killing his son more, or 
less, for having come so near doing it ? 

Putting into Action. — Will take place naturally when 
occasion arises. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 



Rebecca at the Well 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 24 : 1-67. 
Lesson Passage : — Genesis 24 : 1-27. 

Side Lights and Facts. — ^^The chief event in Oriental 
family life is marriage. This is usually planned by parents 
in the infancy of their children. The formal betrothal may 
take place some years before marriage. The bridegroom- 
elect sends a present to the girl, the dowry is settled, and if 
sometime afterwards the engagement be broken off, the 
young woman, if a Jewess, cannot be married to any one 
else without receiving first a paper of divorce from the 
rabbi.^^ — Mackie. 

"The speciar necessity of a supply of water in a hot 
climate has alwaya involved among Eastern nations ques- 
tions of property of the highest importance. . . To pos- 
sess one is noticed as a mark of independence (Prov. 5 :15), 
and to abstain from the use of wells belonging to others, a 
disclaimer of interference with their property. . . If a 
well be the property of a tribe, the tents are pitched near it, 
whenever rain-water becomes scarce in the desert, and no 
other Arabs are then permitted to water their camels. . . 
Wells are usually furnished with troughs of wood or stone, 
into which the water (from the bucket or water-skin) is 
emptied for the use of persons or animals. . . Women 
are usually the water-carriers. They carry home their 
water-jars on their heads.^' — Smithes Bible Dictionary — 
(Well.) 

The Jewish women were less secluded and in a condi- 
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tion far above that of the women of other Eastern nations. 

Teacher's Aim, — To encourage choosing companions 
who ^Valk with God/' 

Point of Contact. — ^Did yon ever see a wedding ? What 
was done? Was it a religious affair? Was God there? 
Was it a happy occasion? Why should a wedding be one 
of the happiest times of one's life ? And one of the most 
serious? What formality or announcement do people usu- 
ally have some time before they are actually married ? Be- 
come "engaged" ? What does that mean ? In other words, 
a person should be more slow and careful in choosing a wife 
or accepting a husband than in forming an ordinary 
friendship ? 

What things do, or should, influence us in choosing even 
ordinary friendship? Would you choose a friend who 
lives, and always has lived, in a place you never saw? 
One might, but ordinarily being near a person helps a 
friendship. Suppose you do not like the people in your 
'street, where would you look next for a friend ? In school ? 
Suppose the opposite, then in which place would you want 
to spend your free time? What is the second thing that 
influences us in choosing a friend ? What he does ? What 
does that show ? Yes, what he is, or whether he is walking 
with God or not. And to be sure of your companion, what 
else would influence you? Might something in you say 
that that person is, or is not, good for you to be with? 
What would that voice be ? 

To-day we have a story showing how these three things 
influenced the choice of a wife, or life companion, for 
Isaac. 

Lesson Setting. — How many sons had Abraham? 
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Which was the older? Who was his mother? What be- 
came of each of them? Who was Abraham's other son? 
Who was his mother? In what kind of houses did they 
live ? In what land did they live ? Where was Abraham's 
home when a boy? What did Abraham once think God 
wanted him to do with Isaac ? What did God really want ? 
Among what kind of people did Abraham live ? 

LESSON STORY. 
I. — The Plan for Seeking a Wife. 

1. The home of Isaac. Now Isaac's mother died. Was 

any wife or sister left in Abraham's or Isaac's home ? 
Tell or read Abraham's age, etc. Genesis 24:1. 
Were the people near Abraham suitable to become 
intimate friends for Isaac ? What should Abraham 
do about it ? 

2. Abraham's charge to his head man. Verses 2-6. 

3. Abraham's trust in God. Verses 7, 8. 

« 

II. — Finding Eebekah. 

4. The man's obedience and journey. Verses 9, 10. 

5. His prayer that character signs and God's voice may 

agree. Verses 11-14. 

6. Eebekah comes to the well. Verses 15, 16. 

7. The character test fulfilled. Verses 17-21. 

III. — Wooing Eebekah. 

8. The presents and welcome. Verses 22-25, 28. 

9. The servant thanks God. Verses 26, 27. Do you 

think, then, that the inner voice of God was felt to 
be approving? 
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10. Eebekah's brother Laban. Verses 29-31. 

11. The man made at home. Verses 32, 33a. 

12. He tells his errand. Verses 33b-49. 

13. Eebekah^s family let her go. Verses 50-60. « 

IV. — ^ISAAC AND EeBEKAH. 

14. The journey back. Verse 61. 

15. Isaac meets and loves Eebekah. Verses 62-67. 

Conclusion, — Was all this worth while? Why? Why 
was a wife chosen from so far away ? What signs did she 
show of being the right kind of person or character? In 
what way did God's voice within show that the choice was 
right ? 

Putting into Action. — ^With whom do you expect to 
walk home to-day? Is the fact that a boy or girl goes to 
Sunday School a reason to suppose he (or she) is trying 
to walk with God? (Yes, but only one reason.) Is there 
any boy (or girl) in this class whose name we do not all 
know? (Have scholars tell names, especially if the class 
is a large one, and encourage friendliness and the walking 
home together of scholars who live near each other.) 
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♦SUPPLEMENTAEY CHAPTER I. 

Jacob's Cunning and Esau's Folly 

(This Chapter may be omitted, if fewer Lessons he desired.) 

Teaching Material: — Genesis 25:27-34; 27:1-40. 

Lesson Passage : — Genesis 25 : 27-34; 27 : 1-17. 

Side Lights and Facts. — The Bible records the history 
of succeeding generations, with their developing standards. 
It passes by without blame in one age what, in a future 
age, would be condemned. The moral quality of an action 
is determined by the moral standard of the age, together 
with the motive of the one performing it. For example: 
Fifty years ago, here in America, men who were them- 
selves of the noblest Christian character held slaves. By 
the standard of their age, the customs and traditions and 
laws of their society and state governments, they owned 
slaves, worked them, bought, and sold them. They felt no 
inconsistency in this. Not until the gradual development 
of new race-conceptions and the sense of human fellowship, 
did the Southern owner come to feel the error in the stand- 
ard he had never before questioned. That Jacob was crafty 
as well as patient, ambitious, and affectionate, is evident. 
Tie Bedawin of to-day are shrewd, crafty, and for the 
most part what would seem to us unprincipled. Untruth- 
fulness and deception, common among these Beda^nn to- 
day, must have been as general in the days of Laban and 
Jacob. The Bible does not blame Jacob or his mother for 
the primitive means they took for obtaining their ends. 

A little later than this the first-born inherited by law 
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a double portion of all that the father had (Deut. 21 : 17), 
and probably that custom had already begun. He also had 
family honors and rights, and was especially consecrated 
to God. 

Teacher^s Aim. — To make the scholars feel the impor- 
tance of doing their part to obtain and care for the good 
things God wishes them to have. 

Point of Contact. — ^Did you ever know two boys just 
the same age, one of whom was much stronger than the 
other? (or two girls, one of whom was much larger than 
the other.) How different were they in this respect? Who 
gives us strength and health, and even the power to grow? 
Can we act so as to throw away or lessen this gift from 
God? How? (Draw out answers about smoking, eating 
too fast or foolishly, taking stimulants, and not sleeping 
enough or in fresh air.) Can we act so as to increase these 
gifts ? Yes, people have even gotten health when not born 
with it. How? Does God want us to do this? How 
would your father or mother want you to act toward (and 
take care of) a fine tool (or doll) if they gave you one? 
Surely it would be unkind to parents, and untrue to God 
not to both say and act a "thank you" for their good gifts. 

What besides health and strength does God give us and 
want us to care for and improve? (Minds; eyes; some- 
times, especially as we grow older, money; honors; perhaps 
special ability in some line.) How many of these things 
may we lose if we are indifferent? Which can we im- 
prove? (Consider each separately.) 

To-day we have a story of two brothers of the same age, 
and how they acted towards God's gifts of this kind. 

Lesson Setting. — ^What woman once drew water from 
the well for a stranger ? For whom was this stranger seek- 
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ing a wife? Why did Isaac not marry a woman from the 
region where he lived? Who was Isaac's father? Who 
his mother ? Who his half-brother ? What relation would 
Isaac's sons be to Abraham ? 

Isaac had two sons, twin brothers. The oldest was 
named Esau. He was ruddy and hairy. The younger 
looked more ordinary. He was named Jacob. N"ow in 
those days it was a great thing to be the oldest son. He 
inherited the family honors and more of the property than 
any of the other children. This was called his birthright. 
In those times, too, the blessing of the father was supposed 
to have great influence over what a man became. The best 
blessing was usually given to the oldest son. Both these 
things were sacred, God-given rights of the oldest son, in- 
herited as naturally as you or I inherit strength or brain. 

LESSON" STOEY. 

I. — The Birthright Exchanged. 

1. Business and home life. . Genesis 25 : 27, 28. Explain 

the primitive morals allowing partiality and even 
untruth and deception. 

2. Jacob's opportunity to bargain for the birthright. 

29-31. 

3. Esau prefers momentary comfort to his birthright. 

32-34. (May remark that this was as silly as for 
a boy to injure his health and brains by smoking 
for the slight temporary pleasure it gives.) 

II. — The Blessing Tricked Away. 

4. Isaac wishes to give Esau the blessing. Gen. -27 : 1-5. 
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5. Eebekah and Jacob conspire for the blessing. 6-17. 

They did not know, as they would have if they lived 
here in this age, how wrong such deception was. 
Jacob appreciated, wanted, and would take trouble 
to obtain God's gifts. 

6. Jacob succeeds in deceiving Isaac. 18-29. 

III. — Something Left for Esau's Growing 

Seriousness. 

7. Esau's grief. 30-38. Think what a terrible thing it 

would be to live all the best part of one's life with- 
out the inheritance, whether of land, health, brains, 
or good name, that God tried to give us. Esau 
seems to be becoming more appreciative as he sees 
his rights lost. 

8. Esau's earnestness brings a blessing. 39-40. 
Conclusion. — In general Esau was a good man. What 

did he lack that cost him two of God's best gifts? (Ap- 
preciation of what was worth while, and self-control to 
deny himself a momentary satisfaction.) What can we do 
to cultivate appreciation of what is worth while? (Talk 
about such things at home, in school, and in Sunday 
School.) What can we do to cultivate self-control of this 
kind? Why do we deny ourselves some physical or tem- 
porary pleasures in Lent? (Speak of how young men in 
college train for racing and other athletics, denying them- 
selves sweets, etc. Make scholars feel that such self-control 
is manly, noble, and pleasing to God.) 

Putting into Action. — Tell how soon Lent will be here 
and ask scholars to think for next Sunday what they could 
do, or give up, that would help them to control physical or 
temporary desires. Follow this up next Sunday and until 
such action is begun. 
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Jacob's Vision of a Ladder to Heaven 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 27 : 41 — 28 : 22. 

Lesson Passage : — Genesis 28 : 10-22. 

If Chapter I was omitted, see Side Lights for that 
chapter and include the more important facts of that lesson 
in this. 

Side Lights and Facts. — "Bethel (Beitin) is on the 
main highway ten miles north of Jerusalem. The ridge on 
which the ruins of the ancient city are thickly strewn, is 
2,890 feet above the sea.^^ "The first halting place of 
Abraham on his journey southward from Shechem was 
^a mountain on the east of Bethel, . . . and there he 
builded an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the name 
of the Lord^ (Genesis 12:8). . . . On or near the 
same place the exiled grandson of Abraham saw the vision 
of angels on the terraced ascent that reached to heaven, and 
heard the voice. . . . ^Behold, I am with thee, and 
will keep thee. . . . And he was afraid, and said. How 
dreadful is this place !^ '' — Stewart. 

^^hoever stands on the hillside above Bethel, especially 
toward evening, if he have any sympathy with nature and 
the mysticism of nature's children in his soul, understands 
with new understanding the fascinating story of Jacob's 
flight when night overtook him near Bethel, and there on 
the height, which was so much nearer to heaven than all 
the country round about him, he saw the ladder,' or better, 
the stage-tower that reached up to heaven.'^ "There stand 
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the pillars which the mighty heroes of antiquity erected'" 
— Peters. 

Teacher's Aim. — To make scholars look up, in thought, 
to what is highest, ideally : to heaven and to God. 

Point of Contact, — What did you see as you came to 
Sunday School this morning (or this afternoon) ? (En- 
courage scholars to tell.) What did you see on a Church 
(or, on this Church, or, what have you ever seen on a 
Church, according to conditions), that you do not see on 
houses? (A steeple.) Why is a steeple appropriate on a 
Church and not on a house? (Class will probably not 
know.) What does a steeple say? ("Look up, think of 
what is above.^^) 

Did you ever know a boy (or girl) who always seemed 
to look at the sidewalk (or path) ? What kind of a boy 
was he? (Usually such are stupid or bad.) Can one 
walk with his head too much in the air? What kind of a 
boy would that be? (Silly?) 

What do you see when you look up on a day such as to- 
day ? (If it is not clear, say, on a clear day.) What do you 
see when you look up on a clear night ? What do you think 
of when you look quietly at the sky at night ? Who made 
the stars? What is beyond them? (Probably heaven. 
We do not know where, or what kind of a place heaven is. 
But it is usually thought of as above the sky.) (Do not 
discuss heaven as a state at this age.) Who lives in heaven ? 
Is our heavenly Father also here with us? Yes, our 
heavenly Father is in this very room as we talk. (Help 
scholars to feel this, especially by feeling it yourself.) 

To-day we have a story of how God showed Jacob that 
He would be with Jacob and in heaven at the same time. 
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Lesson Setting. — ^Whose son was Jacob? Whose 
grandson? Who was his mother? His brother? Which 
of the brothers was the older? Which obtained the right 
to the property that usually fell to the oldest son ? How ? 
Which obtained the best blessing, which included the 
promise that in his children, or descendants, the promise 
made to Abraham of being a blessing to all the world 
would be fulfilled? How did Jacob obtain the blessing? 
Was Jacob a bad man for the time in which he lived? 
Which brother most appreciated God^s gifts? In what 
land did they live ? 

LESSON STOEY. 
I. — The Reason for a Journey. 

1. Esau^s hatred and determination for vengeance. Gen- 

esis 27 : 41. 

2. Eebekah^s plan to protect Jacob. Verses 42-46. 

II. — Going Away from Home. 

3. Isaac sends Jacob to Padan-aram for a wife. Gen- 

esis 28 : 1-5. 

4. Esau tries to please Isaac. Verses 6-9. 

III. — A Night Out of Doors. 

6. How Jacob went to deep out of doors and alone. 
Verses 10, 11. Describe the place. 

6. What Jacob saw in a dream. Verses 12-13a. 

7. What God said in the dream. Verses 13b-15. 

IV. — Morning. 

8. Peeling strange after the dream. Verses 16, 17. 
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9. Jacob's primitive religious ideas. Verses 18-22. Tell 
class that Bethel means "house of God.'^ Let class 
notice the bargaining, rather than trusting, ideas of 
Jacob, as of other people who knew or know much 
less of God than we do. Tell scholars that as we 
study the Bible we shall see how God teaches peo- 
ple higher ideas of Himself. 

Conclusion. — Why do you suppose God chose the night 
to speak to Jacob? What, then, would you say was one 
of the best times for us to speak to God? (On going to 
bed.) As you grow older you will be conscious of God 
sometimes speaking to you at night, and perhaps of visions 
as elevating as that of Jacob, if you have the habit of look- 
ing up to God in thought at night. 

What did Jacob call the place where he had the dream? 
Then what other time or place does this suggest as a good 
one for speaking to God? Can we speak to God at any 
time? (Surely; but at some times, or in some places, we 
can hear Him more easily.) 

What do we usually do with our eyes when we want to 
speal^ to God? (Close them, or look up.) Why close 
them? (To shut out other objects or distractions.) Why 
look up? Which way do we turn our thoughts? Of what 
or whom do we think? (Of Him to whom we are speak- 
ing. Make a point of this, as many never do, while pray- 
ing, think of Him to whom they are speaking.) 

Explain hymn 344 in the light of this story. Have 
scholars open hymnals and follow and suggest. 

Putting into Action. — In the closing prayers to-day, 
how many will try to "look up'' in thought to Him to 
whom we speak in prayer? (Eemind scholars of this just 
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before the prayer. Also at any future time when scholars 
look about or play during a prayer.) 

Also, when practicable, close with hymn 344, showing 
scholars how it is a prayer, and inciting them to look up 
in thought and prayer as they sing it. 

If Chapter J is to be omitted, teacher may include the 
more important facts of that lesson in this. 
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**SUPPLEMENTAEY CHAPTER J. 

The Meeting of Jacob and Esau 

(This Chapter may be omitted, if fewer Lessons be desired.) 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 32 : 1 — 33 : 20. 

Lesson Passage : — Genesis 32 : 3-21 ; 33 : 1-4. 

Side Lights and Facts. — "The two principal affluents 
of the Jordan which enter the valley from the east are the 
Yarmuk (Jarmuk) or Hieromax and the Jabbok. The 
Yarmnk joins the Jordan four miles below its outgo from 
the lake (Galilee) ; and the Jabbok about twenty miles 
from upper end of the Dead Sea.^' — Stewakt. 

" Trom first to last, the valley of the Jabbok is of great 
fertility. . . . The whole course, not counting the 
windings, is over sixty miles. The water is shallow, al- 
ways f ordable, except where it breaks between steep rocks, 
mostly brawling over a stony bed, muddy, and, at a dis- 
tance, of a grey-blue color, which brings it its present 
name of the Zerka. . . . The river has always been a 
frontier and a line of traffic/ ^^ — Stewart, quoting 
Smithes Historical Geography. 

Jacob means "supplanter'^ ; Israel means "soldier of 
God.^' 

Teacher's Aim. — To show that for God's ends both in- 
telligent effort and prayer are wanted. (Also to encourage 
approval of and admiration for one who will forgive and 
forget.) 

Point of Contact. — What would you think of a boy 
(or girl) who when hungry at an unusual time, asked his 
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mother if he could have some bread and butter; but when 
she said he could go to the bread box and butter tub and 
help himself, would not take the trouble to go? What 
would you think if the boy (or girl) who when hungry 
at such a time, did not ask his mother, but went and 
helped himself to the best pie or cake in his mother's cup- 
board? What would you think of a person who, when 
ill or in trouble, asked the heavenly Father for health or 
happiness, or success, as the case might be, but did not 
see a doctor or take the evident way out of the trouble? 
Perhaps God had made the way clear in answer to the 
prayer. Would the person deserve the answer if he did 
not take the means God offered? What would you think 
of the person who, when ill or in trouble, used what knowl- 
edge and means he had, but did not go to God in prayer 
about it? 

Let us see what Jacob did when in trouble. 

Lesson Setting, — ^Who was Jacob's brother? How 
nearly of an age were these brothers? Which was older? 
Which did their father love best? The father's name? 
Which did the mother love best? The mother's name? 
Grandfather's name ? Let us learn to say the three names 
together — ^Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Let us say them 
three times together. (Teacher may say that these three 
people are called the Hebrew ^^patriarchs'' and have schol- 
ars learn that word and connection if they are old enough.) 
What did Jacob do that made Esau angry? What did 
angry Esau want to do to Jacob ? Whom did we learn about 
that when angry did kill his brother? (Cain.) What did 
Eebekah decide was the best way to avoid this trouble? 
What excuse did Eebekah make for sending Jacob away? 
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Did Isaac approve? How did God assure Jacob that He 
would be with him ? At what place did it happen ? 

Now Jacob stayed with his uncle Laban twenty years 
(31 : 38). He and Laban were both shrewd men of their 
times. That class of people, men who have large flocks 
and herds, in that country are still shrewd, even if they 
are religious in their way. They do not know better. But 
Jacob helped Laban to become rich in cattle, and became 
rich himself. He also married Laban's two daughters, 
Leah and Eachel. He reallv loved Rachel, but she was 
the younger daughter and according to the custom of the 
times Laban would not let Jacob have Eachel until he also 
took Leah. After the twenty years Jacob felt it was God's 
wish for him to return home. So he took his wives, his 
children and all that he had, including cattle and servants, 
and started out. But before he reached home he would 
have to meet Esau, who also was rich in cattle and servants. 
How could he know that Esau would not kill him ? 

LESSON STORY. 
I. — Jacob's Pear of Esau. 

1. Jacob sends messages to Esau. Genesis 32 : 3-5. 

2. Esau coming with 400 men. Verse 6. 

3. Jacob's increased fear. Verses 7, 8. 

II. — ^Jacob Asks God's Help and Takes Means For 

Winning Esau. 

4. Jacob's prayer. Verses 9-12. 

5. Jacob prepares presents for Esau. 13-20. 
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III. — Jacob Wrestles For a Further Blessing. 

6. Jacob sends all across th.e ford. 21-23. 

7. Jacob alone at night wrestles for a blessing. 24-26. 

Make class feel this as a form of prayer. Why was 
Jacob so anxious for the blessing? 
• .8 The blessing and new name. 27-29. Have scholars 
learn the new name and remember the occasion of 
its being given. Tell them that the Jews, or de- 
scendants of Jacob, are called the ^^Children of 
Israel.^^ 
9. Morning. 30-32. 

IV. — The Outcome. 

10. The meeting with Esau. Genesis 33 : 1-7. 

11. The present accepted. Verses 8-11. 

12. Jacob continues his journey in peace. Verses 12-20. 

Conclusion. — So Jacob was in real trouble before he 
met Esau. Why? Was he like the boy who asked his 
mother for permission to have something to eat, but would 
not take the trouble or means to get it? What did he do 
to avoid a jBght ? Was he like the boy who took the means 
to get something good to eat, but did not ask first ? When 
did Jacob ask God's help and approval? (First before 
choosing the present for Esau ; second, when he spent the 
night wrestling in prayer.) 

Putting into Action, — If the school is raising money 
during Lent for an offering, ask" scholars what two things 
are necessary for the best success, or blessing on the work. 
Ask them to ask God what He wishes them to do, and for 
help to do it. Tell them you will ask them next Sunday 
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how many remembered to ask God for guidance and a 
blessing, and also you will ask what means they took for 
success. Keep asking till, if possible, every scholar has 
taken both means. 



80 



♦♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER K. 
REVIEW OP CHAPTERS P-J. 

(This Chapter may be omitted, if fewer Lessons be desired.) 

Side Lights and Facts, — "Patriarch, paternal ruler of a 
family or tribe, applied in the New Testament to Abra- 
ham (Heb. 7:4,) Jacob's sons (Acts 7:8, 9,) and David 
(Acts 2:29). In the Septnagint it is sometimes used to 
translate the Hebrew word for ^Tiead" or "prince'^ of a 
tribe (I Chr. 27:22). In common usage it denotes es- 
pecially the men whom Scripture mentions as living be- 
fore Moses. The form of government indicated by the 
word prevailed in the early history of the Hebrews. The 
father of a family exercised authority over his descendants 
as long as he lived; at his death this dignity devolved on 
one of his sons — ^usually, but not always, the eldest, by 
birthright. . . " — A. T. S., Dictionary op the Holy 
Bible. 

Teacher's Aim. — To show something of the kind of per- 
son or character to whom and through whom God's bless- 
ings come. (The characteristics shown especially will be, 
(1) kindness to others, (2) obedience, (3) really wanting 
God's blessing more than temporary comfort or pleasure.) 

Point of Contact. — ^When you play with other girls and 
boys, do you think some better fun and more pleasant to 
play with than others ? What are some of the things that 
make a boy or girl the kind you like to play with ? (Draw 
out about ugliness and meanness, or kindness; self-asser- 
tion, or obedience to the rules of the game and to the 
leader; and timidity, or spunk, and caring for real fun.) 

Let us see how far God likes and gives His blessings to 

81 



Teachers' Notes on 

and through such people. What are the three traits or 
characteristics we like ? 

LESSON EEVIBW. 

I. — ^Abraham Worthy of a Great Blessing. 

You remember that some time after Adam and Eve 
sinned, and even after the time of Noah, God spoke to a 
good man, called him to what was to him a new land, and 
made an important promise to him. Who was the man? 
(If scholars say Terah, say. Yes, all but the great promise. 
Who was Terah's son who was called in the same way as 
Terah, but also had the great promise ? Abraham.) What 
was the promise? (That Abraham should be the "father,^' 
or ancestor, of a great nation, and that through that nation 
would come a great blessing to all the world.) What na- 
tion was it? (We have not yet studied about it, but you 
know.) What was the blessing to all the world ? (Christ.) 
Was it a great, or a small, thing to be a person through 
whom God prepared such a blessing for the whole world? 

Who will tell some characteristic or trait of Abraham, 
and tell a story that shows it? (Obeying God's call to a 
new land. Eandness to Lot, and also to the King of 
Sodom. Kindness to the three strangers etc.) 

II. — How ISHMAEL WAS UNWORTHY OF THE GrEAT 

Blessing. 

How many sons had Abraham? Which was older? 
Tell something about Ishmael that shows his character. 
(Notice that his mother, Hagar, also was unkind and dis- 
respectful to Sarai. Gen. 16:4-9.) In what important 
trait, then, was* Ishmael lacking? (Kindness.) 
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III. — Isaac and Eebekah Worthy. 

Who can tell a story of Isaac, when a lad, that shows 
what kind of a man he was? (Bring out his bravery and 
obedience when Abraham thought God wanted him to 
offer Isaac.) 

What woman showed a worthy nature, and how? 
(Draw out Eebekah's kindness, etc.) What did she become 
in consequence? 

IV. — Esau and Jacob as Unworthy and Worthy. 

What sons had Isaac ? What kind of a man was Esau ? 
Tell a story showing this. What good points had Esau? 
(Learned to appreciate God's blessings. Forgave Jacob, 
when ?) Did these bring him any blessing ? (Gen. 27 : 38- 
40.) Did they make him one of the line of great people 
who were the means of making the Hebrew nation such 
that Christ could come? (No, his lack of caring and of 
self-control cost him this great honor, which was promised 
to Abraham and his descendants.) 

What kind of a man was Jacob ? Tell incidents show- 
ing these traits. (Eemind scholars again of the difference 
in times and of how wrong Jacob's deception would be in 
these days of better knowledge of God's ways.) In what 
beautiful way did God make Jacob know that He would be 
with Jacob ? Tell some words of a hymn that refer to this 
story. 

Conclusion. — Then what were the traits you liked in 
your playmates? (Put on black-board if class has the use 
of one.) Which did Abraham show? (Put Abraham after 
these ones.) Which did Ishmael lack? (Write Ishmael 
after that trait and draw a line through the name.) Which 
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did Isaac show? Which did Eebekah show? Which did 
Esau lack ? Which did Jacob have ? Which received God's 
great blessing and promise ? 

(May omit.) These three men, Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, are especially called the Hebrew "patriarchs" from 
a word meaning "fathers." Who are the Hebrew patri- 
archs? (Have scholars learn to say the names quickly in 
order.) For whom were they preparing the way? 
(Christ.) How can we help to prepare ourselves and the 
world to receive Christ? By cultivating especially what 
three traits or characteristics? (Kindness, obedience, and 
the desire for God's great gifts.) With whose help can we 
do this? 

Putting into Action. — ^How do you think I can partly 
tell which of us here really care for God's great blessings ? 
Do some try harder than others? (Suggest the matter of 
lesson preparation, behavior during the closing exercises, 
or whatever the scholars show mo^t need of improving, and 
ask which want to try harder in this respect.) Let us try 
to be as earnest as Jacob. 
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CHAPTEE X. 



Joseph Sold Into E^ypt 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 37 : 1-36. 
Lesson Passage: — Genesis 37: 12-36. 

Side Lights and Facts. — The sons of Jacob led their 
flocks wherever they found pasturage. According to the 
standards of the age they were wealthy men. Joseph, the 
older of the two sons of Eachel, born many years after his 
parents' marriage, was especially dear to his father. (To 
feel the reason for this read Genesis 29 and 30.) The coat 
of many colors, bright with manifold rich hues, and woven 
in dainty patterns, is the symbol of this deep affection. It 
was a sleeved tunic, reaching to the ankles, such as was 
worn by persons not engaged in manual labor, the ordinary 
tunic being like a loose shirt girded about the waist, without 
sleeves, reaching only to the knees. It was intended as a 
badge of distinction, as rank has always thus been indicated 
in Oriental countries. 

"Jacob at this time had two small pieces of land in 
Canaan, Abraham's burying-place at Hebron in the south, 
and the 'parcel of a field, where he (Jacob) had spread his 
tenf (Genesis 33: 19) at Shechem in the north, the latter 
being probably, from its price, the lesser of the two." — 
Smith's B. D. — (Joseph.) 

Hebron is nineteen miles southwest of Jerusalem. 
Shechem is thirty miles north of Jerusalem. "There is 
certainly no spot in Central Palestine which rivals this 
narrow valley (at Shechem) in rich verdure, luxuriant 
vegetation, and luscious fruitage." — Stewart. 
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"In the anguish of his soul, Joseph was carried away 
past his parents' green valley and deep well, past his moth- 
er's grave, past the very home at Hebron, on the distant 
height, where Jacob had so lately bid him farewell on his 
brotherly errand. If he even saw them now, it was for the 
last time. But it is perhaps more likely that the Ishmael- 
ites wrapped him up on the camel, for fear of rescue or 

flight." — TOMKINS. 

Teacher's Aim, — To make the scholars feel the hard- 
ships and unendurable nature of "adventure" without God, 
and the nobility and possibilities of adventure at God's 
call. 

Point of Contact. — ^Did you ever know a boy or girl 
who went away from home and came back with stories of 
great experiences? Did you ever wish you could go fur- 
ther from home, alone, than you are allowed to ? And per- 
haps see or do some great thing? Do you think people 
who do go oflf and do these great things have an easy time? 
How many people, do you suppose, when away at such 
times have great suffering and very little real fun or great 
deeds ? Yes, most. 

What shall make us decide when to go off on adventures, 
and when not to ? Who will in some way tell us if we ask, 
perhaps even before we ask? How does God speak? (By 
the still small voice.) Through whom might God answer 
us? (Parents.) Would the same suffering be harder or 
less hard if we had gone off at our own will and without 
God guiding us? Why might God intentionally lead us 
into trouble ? Yes, to make us go back. Perhaps even to 
make others see the wrong of going without God. 

(Teacher may tell the following story in her own words, 
remarking that it is an extreme case.) • "It is related of 
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one of the bravest of our (English) kings— a king who, 
in many a hard fight, when horses were shot under him 
and bullets tore his clothes, exulted with a serene and im- 
perturbable courage, that he had yet a deep contempt for 
f oolhardiness and neglect, ^hat do you do here ?' he once 
asked sternly and angrily of a gentleman who had come to 
witness a battle. ^Do you not see the danger you are in ?' 
^Not in greater danger than your majesty,^ was the reply. 
^Yes,^ answered the king, T)ut I am here in the path of 
duty, and therefore may trust my life in God's care; but 
you — ' . . . Before the sentence could be finished a 
cannon-ball laid the rash intruder dead at the unharmed 
monarch's feet.'' — Farrar. 

To-day we shall begin a story, to be continued for the 
next four Sundays, about a person who had a great experi- 
ence and adventure when a lad. 

Lesson Setting. — Who remembers where Abraham lived 
when young? How did he come to leave there? Where 
did he live when old? How many sons had he? Which 
was older? What became of him? Who was the other? 
Who was Isaac's son? Who was Isaac's wife? His son? 
What other name did Jacob have ? On what occasion was 
this new name given to him ? 

LESSON STORY. 
I. — Joseph's Home Life. 

1. Joseph hated by his brothers. Genesis 37 : 1-4. Ex- 
plain Jacob's love for Joseph as because he was not 
only young but good, and the older brothers were 
not. Also we do not know why Joseph may have 
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had to tell the evil his brothers did. Was Jacob 
foolish in his fondness, dressing Joseph so as to show 
his intentions of making Eebekah^s oldest son in- 
herit the portion and honors of the first-born? 
Surely this was a diflBcult position for both Joseph 
and the older brothers. No wonder if neither side 
acted faultlessly. 

2. Signs that God was with Joseph. Verses 5-11. Jo- 

seph was not wise in his openness with his brothers 
as to his expectations, but there is every reason to 
think that his pure and forceful character was al- 
ready showing itself. "Thy mother'^ in verse 10 
probably refers to Leah, as there is reason to think 
Eebekah had already died. Genesis 48 : 7. 

II. — Joseph's Brave Obedience. 

3. Eeady for a difficult errand. 12-14a. Make class 

feel what a hard undertaking this was, how far 
away the brothers were, etc. 

4. On the way. 14b-17. 

5. The brothers^ evil plans. 18-20. 

6. Eeuben^s efforts to dissuade the others. 21, 22. Tell 

that Eeuben was the oldest. 

III. — ^Unexpected Hardships. 

7. Joseph put in the empty well. 23, 24. 

8. Joseph sold and taken to a distant land. 25-28. Let 

scholars feel the hardship of this. 

* 

IV. — Sorrow in the Family. 

9. Eeuben's sorrow. 29, 30. 
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10. The way the brothers deceive their father. 31-33. 

11. Jacob's grief. 34, 35. 

V. — Joseph in a Strange Land. 

12. Joseph made a slave in a strange land. Verse 36. 

Conclusion. — How do you think Joseph felt? Did he 
wish he could get back to his father and mother? What 
else would he wish to have again? What do you suppose 
he had to do as a slave ? Did he think it would be quite as 
bad as this when he started to do what his father wanted ? 
Would he have felt better or worse if he had run away and 
gone against his father's and mother's wishes? What 
thoughts gave him some happiness now? (1) That he had 
tried to do what his father told him, and (2) that there- 
fore God was still with him. We shall see in a few Sun- 
days what God did for Joseph. 

Putting into Action, — ^Will take place naturally when 
occasion arises. Many use sand or pulp map work. 
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♦SUPPLEMENT AEY CHAPTEE L. 

Joseph and the Butler and Baker 

(This Chapter may be omitted, if fewer Lessons be desired.) 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 39 : 1 — 10 :23. 

Lesson Passage : — Genesis 40 : 1-23. 

Side Lights and Facts. — "Egypt proper is a country 
made, and it may be almost said annually re-made, by a 
single river — the Nile. . . . The water and mud de- 
posited by the river in its annual inundations have made 
Egypt probably the most fertile tract of country in the 
world. . . Egypt was a monarchy from very early times 
(probably 5,000 years B.C.). . . The monarch was cen- 
tre of all government, and as symbol of the unity of the 
life of the nation in a material as well as moral sense, he 
was likened to god, and called the son of god ; and not only 
called the son, but believed to be the son of the god (Ka), 
and treated as such during his lifetime. . . Along 
with the animal worship, and taking universal precedence 
of it, the visible objects of worship were always the Sun and 
the Nile. . . In this Nile valley a highly civilized peo- 
ple, among whom the art of government was organized 
down to the minutest detail, existed as a community under 
monarchs for more than 4,000 years before Christ. . . . 
Even Chinese civilization is a thing of yesterday as com- 
pared with the Egyptian." — Laurie. 

"The most extraordinary monuments of ancient Egyp- 
tian power and industry were the pyramids. . . It is 
generally believed that they were erected more than 2,000 
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years before Christ, as the sepulchres of kings. . . The 
temples, statues, obelisks, and sphinxes that cover the 
ground astonish the beholder with their colossal height, 
their massive grandeur, and their vast extent." — A. T. S., 
DiCT. OF THE Holy Bible. 

The date of Joseph's stay in Egypt is unknown, but it 
is usually placed about B. C. 1890. 

Teacher's Aim. — To help make the scholars want, even 
in small matters, to ^^Do the very best they (you) can, for 
they (you) are a part of God's great plan." 

Point of Contact, — ^What do you do in school? (Encour- 
age scholars to tell, and note for yourself, for future use, 
what they study, what they like, etc.) Why should we try to 
do our best in school? Who gives us the opportunity, or 
chance, to go to school ? For what may God be preparing 
us? (Some part He wants us to take in His great plans.) 
Do you ever do any work at home ? Why do we want to do 
our best, then? Is that work any part of God's plan? 
Does it make father or mother able to do more of God's 
work for us to help them ? 

To-day we have a story of how Joseph did his best, and 
next Sunday we shall see how it helped God to make a 
great man of Joseph. 

Lesson Setting, — ^Whose son was Joseph? What was 
his (Jacob's or Israel's whichever the scholars say) other 
name ? How many sons had Jacob or Israel ? Was Joseph 
one of the oldest or one of the youngest ? Who was Joseph's 
mother? In what land did they all live? Did Joseph's 
brothers love him? Did his father? How do we know 
that God was especially with Joseph? On what difficult 
errand did Jacob once send Joseph ? How did the brothers 
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treat him ? Which one wanted to save Joseph ? What did 
the brothers finally do? Where was Joseph taken? Tell 
scholars something of Egypt and its striking features. 

LESSON STOEY. 
I. — Joseph Put in Prison. 

1. Joseph under Potiphar. Tell, Genesis 39 : 1-19, some- 

thing as follows : Now Potiphar, the king's officer 
to whom Joseph was sold, at first liked Joseph, be- 
cause Joseph did so well ; but after a while Potiphar 
turned against Joseph because Potiphar's wife said 
untrue things against Joseph. 

2. Joseph helpful when in prison. Genesis 39 : 20-23. 

After verse 20, ask whether Joseph would feel or act 
crossly or in a sulky way because put in prison un- 
justly. 

II — Joseph and Two New Prisoners. 

3. The king's butler and baker put under Joseph in pris- 

on. Genesis 40 : 1-4. Explain ^T^utler" as cup- 
bearer. Note that Joseph "served" them though he 
could have been lazy and done nothing. 

4. Joseph kind when he sees the prisoners sad. 5-7. 

5. Joseph explains the butler's dream. 

6. Joseph asks a kindness. Verses 14, 15. 

7. Joseph explains the baker's dream. 16-19 (omit 19b). 

8. The ingratitude of the butler. 20-23. 

Conclusion. — Next Sunday we shall see some of the 
results of Joseph's doing the very best he could even when 
in prison. Do you like Joseph? Why ? Do you think him 
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the kind of a man God wants for His great plans, or the 
kind that drags against God^s plans ? Can we all take part 
in God^s great plans? How? (Write on black-board and 
have scholars learn to say ^^Do the very best you can, for 
you are a part of God^s great plan/^ 

Putting into Ac^ton.-^What can we do even here in 
this Sunday school (or in this square) that can help us to 
be a part of God's great plan? What do you think is 
God's wish, or plan, for the Sunday school? What is the 
best thing we can do with the books, etc., to help this plan ? 
Shall we do so? (Help scholars to keep the school, bench- 
es, books, etc. in as orderly a way as they can.) 
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CHAPTER XI. 



From Prison to Palace 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 41 : 1-57. 

Lesson Passage : — Genesis 41 : 1-14. 

If Chapter L. was omitted, see Side Lights for that 
chapter, and include the more important facts of that les- 
son in this. 

Side Lights and Facts. — See the Side Lights for Chap- 
ter L. 

Along the banks of the Nile, to-day, we may see the 
green strip of verdure, and swimming in its waters the buf- 
faloes or the sacred kine, as in Pharaoh's dream. Then the 
famine years followed from failure of the rains. Arabian 
historians describe two such, one in the eleventh and the 
other in the twelfth century, when the Nile fell below its 
level. The first of these lasted seven years. 

Pharaoh is a general title for Egyptian kings. Note, 
for instance. Genesis 12 : 14-20 ; Exodus 1, and I. Kings 
11:14-22. 

If Chapter L was omitted, tell the chief facts of that 
lesson as part of the setting for this lesson. 

Teacher $ Aim. — To make scholars feel that honor and 
power or position bring, not liiere show and ease, but re- 
sponsibility and work, though interesting work, for the 
man (or woman) who walks with God. 

Point of Contact. — ^Which has the most work to do, you, 
or your baby sister or brother? Do you do more or less 
work now than you will have to do when* you leave school 
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and go to business, or, if girls, when you either work or are 
married and keep house as mother does ? Which one works 
after he comes home at night, the employed man, or the 
head of a large business, the doctor and the lawyer ? Which 
scholars have to study most at home, the less advanced, or 
the more advanced? (Show lesson papers if necessary.) 
Which do the most work, the scholars or the teachers? 
The teachers or the superintendent ? Then does promotion 
in school or in life mean, for the worthy person, more work 
or less ? But is the work more interesting, or less ? 

Let us see how it was with Joseph. 

Lesson Setting, — If Joseph had been a less brave and 
willing lad, on what errand would he have never been sent 
by his father? Who was Joseph's father? What was his 
father's other name? How many sons had Jacob? How 
did the older brothers like Joseph ? Did Joseph know this 
when he went to see how they were ? Tell what they did. 
Which brother wanted to save Joseph ? Where was Joseph 
taken? What kind of a land was Egypt? To whom was 
Joseph sold ? How well did Joseph please Potiphar ? What 
did Potiphar's wife do ? Where was Joseph put ? Did Jo- 
seph do anything when in prison that showed his chara^ter ? 
Did he have to ? Who were put under Joseph's care ? What 
did Joseph do for them ? What did he ask of the butler ? 
Did the butler do what Joseph asked ? 

LESSON STORY. 

I. — Pharaoh's Trouble. 

1. Two years in prison, and Pharaoh's two dreams. Gen- 

esis 1 : 1-7. By what river did Pharaoh stand ? (The 
Nile.) 

2. The magicians of Egypt. Verse 8. 
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II. — Joseph Able to Help. 

3. The butler remembers Joseph. 9-13. 

4. Joseph brought before Pharaoh. 14-16. 

5. The dreams told to Joseph. 16-24. 

6. Joseph interprets the dreams. 25-32. 

7. Advice added. 33-36. 

* 

III. — Joseph in Power. 

8. Joseph promoted to power. 37-41. 

9. Further honors. 42-45. 

10. The high position meant work. 46-49. Expand this 

somewhat. 

11. Joseph^s family. 50-52. 

12. The famine begins. 53-57. 

Concliision, — ^Do you think Joseph had to work hard in 
those days ? Did he stay in the court with Pharaoh ? What 
does the Bible say on the subject? (verse 46.) Which 
worked most, Pharaoh or Joseph ? Which do we honor to- 
day ? Does the President of the United States work harder, 
or not so hard, as most other men? (Harder, and with 
more anxiety.)* 

• The teacher may add the following : Did you ever hear of the 
great Queen Victoria of England? Her father was not king, and 
when she was a little child she did not know that she was eyen likely 
to become queen. After William IV. came to the throne, when Vic- 
toria was about eleyen years old, a genealogical table showing her 
precise position in relation to the throne was inserted in a history 
book that the princess had in use. She soon found it, and remarked 
with astonishment, "I never saw that before." The gOTemess an- 
swered, "It was not thought necessary that you snould. Princess.'* 
The young pupil then obseryed, "I see I am nearer the throne than I 
thought." .... The princess considered the matter for a few 
minutes, and then said, "Now many a child would boast, not knowing 
the difficulty. There is much splendor, but there is more responsi- 
bility.** Then, taking the hand of her governess, she continued, "I 
will be good. I understand now why you urged me so much to learn, 
eyen Latin.** She had studied English, French, and German, and that 
year Latin, Greek, and Italian were being added. She also studied 
mathematics, music, and the other subjects usual for such childxecu 
— ^WiNTLB. (The abOTe account received the Queen's approval.) 
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Do you see any plan in God^s letting Joseph be put in 
prison ? For whom was Joseph working, as a slave, of high 
responsibility before? With whom did Joseph come in 
touch while in prison? Who, all this time, saw Joseph's 
readiness to do hard work and great things, and was with 
him, leading him to bigger opportunities? People some- 
times say that genius is the capacity for hard work. (May 
repeat last lesson's verse, saying: Let us then "do the very 
best we can, for we are a part of God's great plan," and He 
has work and a future for each one who will.) 

Putting into Action, — ^Upon what does promotion to a 
higher class in Sunday school depend ? (Omit if this is not 
the case where you are teaching.) How many will try to 
prepare the remaining lessons this term as you think Jo- 
seph would? Who will help us if we ask Him? (Teacher 
refer to this again when she sees the next papers, commend- 
ing those who are Josephs and trying to inspire those who 
are not up to what they can do, with the desire to be like 
Joseph.) 
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"^♦SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER M. 

Joseph's Brothers Visit Egypt 

(This Chapter may be omitted, if fewer Lessons be desired.) 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 42 : 1 — 45 : 15. 

Lesson Passage :— Genesis 43 : 16-34. 

Teacher's Aim, — To make scholars feel that "walking 
with God^^ does not mean uninterrupted outward prosper- 
ity; but it does mean that "all things (including adversity 
and hardship) work together for good, to them that love 
God.'' (Romans 8:28.) 

Point of Contact. — Have you ever been very sick or ill ? 
(Let the scholars tell a little of their being ill.) Are good 
people more or less likely to be ill? If you do what your 
mother says, are you more or less likely to take a bad cold 
than if you disobey ? If you catch measles or chicken pox, 
what will make you most likely to recover quickly and with- 
out weak eyes or other troubles left ? But is the boy or girl 
who tries to do right never ill, or in any trouble ? Why may 
God let such a boy. or girl be ill or in trouble ? May it help 
to make a person more serious ? Might it ever make a boy 
want to be a doctor ? Or might it even take him away from 
some bad boy he was beginning to play with? (Encourage 
scholars to suggest possible good results of being ill or in 
trouble.) 

Sometimes God brings very good things out of our 
troubles. Let us see how it was with Joseph. 

Lesson Setting. — ^What were Joseph's earliest troubles 
that we know about? Was he happy at home with his 
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brothers? Why not? Do you think this made him dis- 
like God, or draw nearer to God ? What do we know that 
showed God was with Joseph? (If time allows, have 
scholars' tell the two dreams. What was in the second 
dream that was not represented in the first?) Who gave 
Joseph his dreams? 

What greater trouble came to Joseph when a lad? 
Whose servant was Joseph made when first in Egypt? 
What new hardship came while under Potiphar? What 
good came of this last hardship ? When raised to power, 
what work had Joseph to do? Do you suppose he ever 
wanted to see his father and mother? Did he marry? 
How many children did he have? Their names? 

So much happiness resulted from Joseph's prison hard- 
ship. Now let us see what good came of the earlier hard- 
ships. 

LESSON STOEY. 

I. — Introduction. 

1. Joseph^s father and brothers need food. Genesis 41 : 

57; 42:1. 

II. — The Ten Brothers Visit Egypt. 

2. The ten brothers sent to Egypt. 42 : 2-5. Make it 

clear that Benjamin was the youngest of the twelve. 
Joseph was next to Benjamin. 

3. Joseph's first dream becomes true. Verses 6-9a. 

4. Joseph's plan to see Benjamin. Verses 9b-20. 

5. Remorse and affection. Verses 21-24. Ask scholars 

why they think Joseph wept. 

6. Money returned. Verses 25-28. 

7. The brothers back with Jacob. Verses 29-38. 
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III. — The Twelve Brothees at Dinner. 

8. The famine causes Jacob to send the eleven brothers 

to Eg3rpt. Genesis 43 : 1-15. 

9. The invitation to dinner. Verses 16, 17. 

10. The brothers' fear. Verses 18-22. 

11. The steward's kindness. Verses 23-25. 

12. Joseph's affection for his father and brothers. Verses 

26-31. 

13. The dinner. Verses 32-34. 

IV. — The Invitation for All to Comb to Egypt. 

14. Joseph's plan to keep Benjamin. Genesis 44:1-17 

(May omit). 

15. Judah's plea to save Benjamin. Verses 18-34 (May 

omit) . 

16. Joseph makes himself known. Genesis 45:1-4. 

17. Joseph sees and tells God's plan. Verses 5-8. 

18. Joseph's affectionate invitation. Verses 9-15. 
Teacher may tell Chapters 42 and 44 in a few words if 

the class time is too short for the full story. 

Conclusion. — ^What good do we now see came of 
Joseph's troubles when a boy? In the New Testament 
God tells us that "all things work together for good, to 
them that love God." Eomans 8 : 28. Does this mean that 
those "that love God" shall never have trouble in this 
world? What does it mean? Shall we learn the text? 
(Have scholars say it several times.) 

Putting into Action.— Kow many think they can love 
and trust God when in trouble? — ^hands up. (If condi- 
tions allow, have scholars choose a closing hymn of love 
and praise.) 

100 



CHAPTER XII. 



The Family of Israel Move Into Egypt 

Teaching Material : — Genesis 45 : 16 — 50 : 26 ; Eevela- 

tion 3:21; S. John 14:2. 

Lesson Passage : — Genesis 46 : 1-7, 28-34 ; 50 : 15-26. 

Side Lights and Facts, — The land of Goshen lay north 
of Egypt proper, and was not peopled by Egjrptians. There 
were, however, a few Egyptians and something of a foreign 
population there. It was a pastoral country where some 
of Pharaoh's cattle were kept; and, according to Pharaoh, 
"the best of the land'' of Egypt for a pastoral people. 

"Every shepherd [is] an abomination unto the Egyp- 
tians." Genesis 46 : 31. It is remarkable that in Coptic the 
same word signifies both "a shepherd" and "disgrace." — 
Smith's BiBjiE Dictionary — (Goshen). 

If Chapter M was omitted, include the more important 
facts of that chapter in this lesson. 

Teacher's Aim. — To increase the feeling that people 
who "walk with God" return good for evil. 

Point of Contact — ^When a boy or girl does something 
mean or ugly to you, what do you do in return? When 
should a boy fight? When excited? Why not? Suppose 
a younger boy is being hurt, what would you do? Why 
warn the hurting boy before trying to stop the trouble by 
blows? Even better if you can stop the wrong by words. 
(Draw out the difference between fighting for fun, or romp- 
ing, and fighting when angry.) Show the difference be- 
tween fighting to return an evil and fighting to protect 
oneself or a weaker being. 
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Suppose- a boy or girl tells on you in school, perhaps 
even tells what is not quite so, what would you do ? Suppose 
you know something really bad about that boy or girl, 
would you tell to pay back? Which way would make that 
boy or girl least likely to look for another opportunity to do 
something mean? What other reasons for not returning 
evil? (Your own character hurt by the thought of, or act 
of telling, the wrong. Other people made to think of the 
wrong, etc.) What is the effect, usually, though not always, 
of doing actual good, or kindness, to one who has done the 
opposite to you? (Ta win the person.) 

To-day we shall see how Joseph acted toward his 
brothers when they were in his power. 

Lesson Setting. — How many brothers had Joseph? 
Who was their father? By what other name was he (the 
father) called? Where did they live? What was the 
name of the oldest brother? What had he- done for or 
against Joseph? What was the name of the youngest 
brother? Do you remember the names of any others? 
(Simeon and Judah.) What had the brothers done to 
Joseph when he was still a lad? Where was he taken? 
Who first bought him ? What further trouble did Joseph 
have when in Egypt ? What good came to Joseph through 
this last trouble? What good came to Joseph's family 
through Joseph's doing his best in Egypt? How many 
brothers came the first time ? Who was kept when the 
others went back to Jacob ? Who was brought the second 
time they came for food, and how did Joseph make them 
bring him? Whom did Joseph now want the brothers to 
bring? What land did Joseph offer them? 
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LESSON STORY. 
I. — The Invitation Repeated. 

1. Pharaoh's invitation and gifts. Genesis 45:16-24 

(May omit.) 

2. The brothers bring the news to Jacob. Verses 25-28. 

II. — Moving to Egypt. 

3. God's approval of Israel's going. Genesis 46 : 1-4. 

4. The journey of the family. Verses 5-7. 

5. The meeting of Jacob and Joseph. Verses 28-30. 

III. — Settling in Egypt. 

6. The plan for obtaining Goshen. Verses 31-34. 

7. Pharoah gives them Goshen. Genesis 47 : 1-6. 

8. Jacob presented to Pharoah. Versies 7-10. 

9. Joseph's management of Egypt during the famine. 

Verses 11-26. 

IV. — Jacob's Old Age. (May omit.) 

10. Jacob becomes aged. Verses 27-31. 

11. Jacob blesses Joseph's two sons. Genesis 28:1-22. 

Tell briefly if at all. 

12. Jacob blesses his twelve sons. Genesis 29 : 1-28. Tell 

in a few words the fact that Jacob blessed each of 
his sons and told something of their futures as re- 
sulting from their character. 
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13. Jacob's last charge to his sons. Genesis 29 : 29-33. 

V. — Joseph Returns Good for Evil. 

14. Jacob's death and funeral. Genesis 49 : 33 — 50 : 14. 

Tell briefly. 
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15. The brothers are afraid of Joseph. Genesis 50: 15-18. 

16. Joseph returns kindness for evil. 19-21. 

VI. — JosEPH^s Death. 

17. Joseph's age and death. Genesis 50:22-26. 

18. Beyond the coffin. Eevelation 3 : 21 and S. John 

14 : 2. Does God leave people's souls in the coffin ? 
This is what Christ says of people such as Jacob 
and Joseph. (Read or recite Eev. 3:21.) Christ 
told of the home above in other words. (Read or 
recite S. John 14:2.) (Do not omit this, as it 
is of great importance that children learn to asso- 
ciate death with heaven, more strongly than with 
the coffin and the grave. May have scholars learn 
S. John 14 : 2, a text of which they become exceed- 
ingly fond.) 

Conclusion, — ^What do you think of the way Joseph 
treated his unkind brothers when they were in his power? 
Do you consider Joseph a weak man, or a great man ? 

Putting into Action. — Sand or pulp map work illus- 
trating the meeting with Joseph and the settlement in 
Goshen. 
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CHAPTEK XIII. 
REVIEW OF CHAPTERS X-XII. 



Romans 8:28 (Teacher's Theme). 

If Chapter XX. was omitted, include the more im- 
portant facts of that chapter in this. 

Teacher's Aim, — To make scholars feel that "All things 
work together for good, to them that love God.^' 

Points of Contact, — ^What is the worst thing that ever 
happened to you? (Encourage scholars to tell, but do not 
press.) As you look back now, did any good come from 
those things or times ? Help scholars to see the good, or to 
feel that good may yet come, if they are "walking with 
God.^^ (We may tell the above text here or keep it till 
the end of the lesson.) 

Let us see if there was anything in Joseph's life that 
did not work for good to him. 



LESSON" (REVIEW). 

I. — Joseph's Boyhood. 

In what land did Joseph live ? What was his father's 
name? His father's other name? His mother's name? 
His father's brother's name? His grandfather's name? 
Who was his grandfather's wife, or Joseph's grandmother? 
Who was Isaac's half brother? Who was Joseph's great 
grandfather? Abraham's wife? How many brothers had 
Joseph? How near to the oldest or youngest was Joseph? 
Which of Joseph's family loved him ? Which hated him ? 
What dreams did Joseph have? Who gave him those 
dreams? Did the dreams make Joseph's brothers hate 
him more or less? 
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II. — Joseph's First Great Trouble. 

On what diflScult errand did Jacob one day want 
Joseph to go? Was Joseph afraid or willing? (Develop 
the story of Genesis 37:14-36 according to time at dis- 
posal, but leave time for what follows.) 

III. — Joseph's Second Great Trouble. 

To what land was Joseph taken ? To what officer was 
he sold ? How did Joseph at first succeed under Potiphar ? 
Who said false things to Potiphar against Joseph ? What 
was the result? How did Joseph fare with the prison 
keeper? Was Joseph sulky, or angry^ at being put in 
prison, or did he do his best under the new circumstances ? 
What did he do for the keeper? (Develop story of Chap- 
ter 41 according to time.) 

IV. — The Good that Came of the Second Trouble. 

How long was it before something happened to make 
the butler remember Joseph? (Develop Chapter 41 accord- 
ing to time.) In what respects was Joseph now better off 
than he could have been under Potiphar ? 

V. — The Second Good that Came of Joseph's 

Troubles. 

What happened to both the land of Egypt and the 
land of Israel at this time? (Develop Chapters 42 and 
43 according to time.) So what good did Joseph's being 
sold into Egypt, with all that followed, bring to him and 
his family? 

VI. — The Third Good that Came of Joseph's 

Troubles. 

What had God promised to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
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Jacob? What help do you think it would be to this 
young nation of shepherds and hunters to come in touch 
with the most civilized people of their time ? What would 
they leam ? How did God use Joseph to bring the "Chil- 
dren of Israel" (explain the term) in touch with Egyp- 
tian knowledge or civilization? (Develop Chapters 44-47 
briefly according to time.) Was all this good for Joseph 
and his family? 

VII. — Joseph's Character as Resulting 
From His Experiences. 

Develop Chapters 49 and 50. Show Joseph's readiness 
to work, his affection for his father, kindness towards his 
hateful brothers, and faith in God's guidance. How 
much of these good traits woidd he have had if he had 
been left at home to be a spoiled and petted boy ? 

Conclusion. — After all, then, were Joseph's troubles 
really for him or against him? Can we made good come 
of both our troubles and our good fortunes ? With whose 
help ? If you shoidd make up your mind to be ready and 
willing to work, affectionate to your father and mother, 
etc., could you do it? Only with whose help? Yes, you 
can be the kind of man or woman you wish, if you use 
apparent good fortune and misfortune alike, with the 
heavenly Father's help. The weak side of most of us is 
that when trouble (adversity) comes we forget Joseph's 
experiences and fail to think. of the trouble as an oppor- 
tunity sent from God. 

Putting into Action. — ^What is the worst thing you 
have to do? (Draw out. Perhaps the hardest lesson, 
washing dishes, going to bed on time, etc.) How do you 
think Joseph would have done if he had had that to do? 
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What made Joseph wanted in high positions ? How many 
will tell US next Sunday whether they have been able to 
do these hard things any better for deciding now what kind 
of people we want to be, and asking our heavenly Father's 
help? How has God promised to make all things work 
for us? (Text, Eomans 8: 28.) What are you going to 
report to us next Sunday? Do not forget. 
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PRINCIPAL EVENTS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



I.— THE PATRIARCHAL AGE. 
Genesis 11 — 50. 

1. Abbahaic. 12: 1 — ^25; 11 

Migration from Ur. 11: 27-32, 

The Call of Abram. 12: 1-3. 

Abram's Departure from Haran. 12: 4. 

Separation from Lot. 13. 

Rescue of Lot. 14. 

Bondage in Egypt Foretold. 15: 12-21. 

Birth of Ishmael. 16: 4. 

Covenant with Abram. 17. 

Abraham's Plea for Sodom. 18: 1 — 19: 29. 

Abraham's Sojourn in Gerar. 20-21. 

Birth of Isaac. 21 : 1-8. 

The Sacrifice of Isaac. 22: 1-19. 

2. Isaac. 21:1 — 35:27. 

Death of Sarah. 23: 1-20. 
Marriage of Isaac. 24: 1-67. 
Death of Abraham. 25: 7-11. 
Birth of Esau and Jacob. 25: 19-26. 
Sale of the Birthright. 25: 27. 
Isaac Blessing his Sons. 27: 1-40. 

3. Jacob. 27 : 47 — 49 : 28. 

Jacob's Departure from Home. 27 : 41. 
His Marriage and Return. 29 : 29-33. 
The Vision by the Ford Jabbok. 32: 1-32. 
Reconciliation with Esau. 33. 
Death of Rachel. 35: 1-20. 
Isaac's Death and Burial. 35 : 27-29. 
Joseph and His Dreams. 37: 1-11. 
His Sale into Egypt. 37 : 12-26. 

4. Joseph. 37:1 — 60:22. 

Joseph in Slavery. 39: 1-23. 

Joseph Interpreting Dreams in Prison. 40. 

The Dreams of Pharaoh and Joseph's Interpretation. 41 : 1-36. 

Joseph Made Overseer of Egypt. 41 ' 35-57. 

The Coming of Joseph's Brethren. 42: 1-38. 

The Second Journey into Egypt for Food. 43 : 1-15. 

The Final Test of the Brethren. 43: 26 — 44: 34. 
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Joseph Made Known to His Brethren. 45. 

The Coming of Jacob into Egypt. 46: 1-7. 

The Settlement of the Hebrews in Goshen. 47: 1-12. 

Joseph's Administration during the Years of Famine. 

47 : 13-26. 
Jacob's Farewell and Blessing. 47 : 27 — 49 : 27. 
Jacob's Death and Funeral. 49: 28 — 50: 14. 
Joseph's Last Days. 50: 15-22. 
The Death of Joseph. 50: 22-26. 
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THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE. 



The Bible (or Book) is formed by a combination of the 
various Books of the Old Testament and the New Testa- 
ment. They are accepted by the Christian Church as God- 
given, or "inspired/^ "holy men of old speaking, as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost/^ They are different from 
other books, thus having divine revelation and divine 
authority. 

As Literature, the Bible sho\<rs the individual style of 
the writers. We distinguish clearly poetry, lyrics, narra- 
tive, legal documents, prophecy, history, etc., as literature, 
as well as diversities in language, diction, smoothness of 
form, etc. The Bible writers were penmen, not pens. 

Certain things, seen in our ordinary English Bibles, 
have been inserted there by students in recent years, and 
are manifestly not part of the original Bible and thus not 
"inspired." Such are the Marginal Dates, the Italics (put 
in to make sense, on account of omitted words or difficulty 
in translation). Division into Chapters, into Verses, etc., 
Marginal Eeferences, Order of Books in English (differing 
from that in Hebrew), Titles of Books and Ascribed Au- 
thorship, Headings of Chapters, Book Endings. Any of 
these, if altered, will not affect the Bible. 

The word "Canon" is used for the Authorized List of 
Books, as accepted by the Church Universal. These are 
the ones found in our Bibles ordinarily. In the large 
Bibles, between the Old and the New Testaments, certain 
other "non-inspired" Books, called "the Apocrypha," are 
bound, for convenience, since portions from them are read 
occasionally in the Church Service, as Lessons. The 
Greek and Eoman Churches accept these as probably in- 
spired; but the general weight of evidence is not at all in 
favor of this view. 
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THE BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



The Old Testament List is the same, of course, in the 
Hebrew and English Bibles, but the order differs. In 
Hebrew the books are in three divisions, "the Law, the 
Prophets, and the Writings.^^ A combination of several 
of the books makes the Hebrew List 24, while the English 
is 39. The two lists are given below: 



HEBREW BIBLE. 


ENGLISH BIBLE. 


I. THB LAW. 


I. HISTORT. 


Genesis 


1 Genesis, Bxodus, 


Bxodns. 


pxntatbuch: < Leviticus, Numbers, 


LeTiticus. 
Numbers. 


( Deuteronomy. 


JDeuteronomy . 


Joshua. Judges. Ruth. 


^^^ ^^ ^^» ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ V 


I Samuel. II Samuel. I Kings. 


II. THE PROPHETS. 


II Kings. I Chronicles. II Chroniclee. 


The Tvrmw PropheU. 


Bsra. Nehemiah. Esther. 


Joshua. 




Judges. 


n. POETRY. 


•1 & 2 Hamuel. 
•1 & 2 Kings. 


Job. Psalms. ProTorbs 
Booleslastes. Song of Solomon. 


The Latter PropheU. 




Isatata. 


m. PROPHETS, GREATER. 


Jeremiah. 

Esekiel. 

Hosea. 




Isaiah. Jeremiah. Lamentations 
Esekiel. Daniel. 


Joel. 
Amos. 




IV. PROPHETS, TiBSSBR. 


Obadiah. 




Hosea. Joel. Amos. 


Jonah. 




Obadiah Jonah. Mioah. 


Mioah. 

lar* * 


. •• 


Nahum. Habakkuk. Zephaniah. 


Nahum. 
Habakkuk. 




Haggai. Zeoharlah. Malaohi. 


Zephaniah 






Ua«gal. 






Zeoharlah. 






Malaohi. 






III. THB WBITINGS. 




The Psalms. 




The ProTorbs. 




Job. 




The Song of Songs. 




Ruth. 




LamentaUons. 




Booleslastes. 




Esther. 




Daniel. 




Bsra. I«« 
Nehemiah. f 






lA2Chroniole8.** 




Combined as one book 
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EGYPT. SINAI 

AND 

CANAAN. 

^^ Bas«don Hio most recent InformaHon 

English Miles 




Copyright, 1893, by the Bible Study Publishing Co. 
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THE ROUTES OF JACOB, ESAU, AND JOSEPH IN CANAAN. 

(Drawn by Messrs. Stoughton & Stoughton, New York.) 

Copyright, 1908, by Thb Young Chubchman Co. 
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OUTLINE TRACING MAP FOR THE CAPTIVITIES. 
Showing Palestine in Relation to Egypt and Mesopotamia. 
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OUTLINE MAP OP PALESTINE. 
(To he used for filling in the Cities and Points of Interest.) 
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A New Series of 

Sunday School Text Books 

A Model Series Based on Hie Source Metliod 

Prepared by a Special Committee of the 8unda/y School 
Commission of the Diocese of New York, 

A graded Series of Church Lessons, based on thorough educa- 
tional and practical principles, the ^'Source Method/' found so 
admirable in other series. These Lessons are Churchly, adapted 
to schools requiring from 26 to 40 Lessons per year, with Reviews 
and Examinations, definite work for home study, with written 
answer work, and special class material. Useful Memoriter 
Passages consisting of Hymns, Psalms, Collects, and Scripture 
Selections are provided. Pictures and other aids are suggested. 
Good Maps and Charts are supplied. The several Series comprise: 
[No postage, express, or delivery included in prices mentioned.] 

KiNDEBOABTEN LESSONS FOR ChUBCH SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

A Manual for the Instruction of Beginners. Cloth 75 cts. 
Postage 7 cts. 

The Story or the Christian Year. 

To be used either as a Special Course of Half-a-Year or in 
conjunction with Catechism or Prayer Book Courses. 6 cts. 

The Churoh Catechism Illustrated and Explained. 

Part of the combined Course on Catechism, Christian Year, 
and Prayer Book, or to be used separately as a Distinct 
Course. 12 cts. 

Our Book of Worship: How to Use the Prayer Book in Services. 

Part of the combined Course on Catechism, Christian Year, 
and Prayer Book, or to be used separately as a Distinct 
Course. 10 cts. 

Hero Stories of the Old Testament. 

Two sets (2 parts to each set) of Courses, each course com- 
prising a year, for children from 8 to 10 years of age. 

First Year, Part I., with Littlefield maps in colors, 7 cts. 
First Year, Part II., 7 cts. 
Second Year, Part I., 7 cts. 
Second Year, Part XL, 7 cts. 
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Teachers* M<mual for Hero 8iorie$, 

First Year, Part I., 25 cts. 

First Year, Part II., 25 cts. 

Second Year« Part I., 25 cts. 

Second Year, Part II., with Littlefield maps in colors, 25 cts 

OB 

Old Testament Stobies. 

First Year, Part I., 6 cts. 
First Year, Part II., 6 cts. 
Second Year, Part I., 10 cts. 
Second Year, Part II., 10 cts. 

(1) The Life of Jesus Chbist Oub Lobd. (Junior.) 

Two parts, comprising a one-year course for children from 
10 to 13. 
Part I., with Littlefield ma/pa in colors, 11 cts. 
Part II., 10 cts. 

Teachers* Manual for the Junior Life of Christ. 
Part I., 40 cts. 
Part II., 25 cts. 

(2) Teachinqs of Jesus Chbist, or Christian Ethics for 

Younger Children. {Junior Grade.) 
(Designed to follow the foregoing; a One-year Course for 
Children from 10-13 years.) 
Part I., with New Testament map in colors, 10 cts. 
Part II., 10 cts. 

Teachers* Mo/maoI for Christian Ethics. 
Part I., 25 cts. 
Part II., 25 cts. 

Stobies of Eablt Chbistian Lbadebs. 

A one-year course on the Apostolic Church, for an earlier age 
than the S. Paul Course named below; i.e., for scholars from 
12-15 years. 

Part I., 10 cts. 

Part II., 10 cts. 

Tea>chers* Handbook on Junior Apostolic Course or Early 
Christian Leaders, 
Part I., 25 cts. 
Part II., 25 cts. 
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Old Testament Histobt. 

A one-year course, combining the two-year course of Stories 
into an historic outline, for scholars from 13-15 years. 

Part I., with Littlefield maps in colors, 10 cts. 

VtiTt II., with Littlefield maps in colors, 11 cts. 

Teachers* Handbook on Old Testament History, 
Part I., 25 cts. 
Part II., 25 cts. 

Lives of Old Testament Wobthies. 

A one-year course, in which the subject is treated biographic- 
ally, for scholars from 13-15 years. Intended for schools that 
find the more difficult course of Old Testament History un- 
adapted to their classes. 

Part I., with Littlefield maps in colors, 11 cts. 

Part II., with Littlefield maps in colors, 12 cts. 

Teachers* Manual on Old Testament Worthies. 
Part I., with Littlefield maps in colors, 25 cts. 
Part II., with Littlefield maps in colors, 25 cts. 

(3) The Life of Jesus Ghbist the Messiah. (Senior.) 

Two parts, comprising a one-year course for scholars from 
14-19. This contains almost nothing of the teaching found 
in the Junior Course. 

Part I., 10 cts. 

Part II., 10 cts. 

Teachers' Manual for the Senior Life of Christ. ' 
Part I., 25 cts. 
Part II., 25 cts. 

(4) The Teachings of Jesus Christ the Messiah Concebninq 

THE Kingdom of God. {Senior.) 
Two parts, comprising a one-year course for scholars from 14-19. 
Part I., 10 cts. 
Part II., 10 cts. 

Teachers' Manual for the Teachings of Jesus Christ the Messiah, 
Concerning the Kingdom of Ood. (Senior.) 
Part I., 25 cts. 
Part II., 25 cts. 

8. Paul and the First Christian Missionaries. 

Two parts, comprising a one-year course for scholars from 14-19 
Part I., 10 cts. 
Part IT.. 10 cts. 
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Teaohera* Manual for the 8, Paul Course. 
Part I., 25 cti. - 
Part II., 25 cti. 

The History of the Chbistian Church. 

A most interesting one-year course for scholars from 16 years 
up to adult age. 

Part I., 15 cts. 

Part II., 15 cts. 

Epistles of the New Testament. 
Part I., 10 cts. 
Part II., 10 cts. 

Teachers* Manual for Epistles of the New Testament. 
Part I., 25 cts. 
Part II., 25 cts. 

AIDS IN SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK 

Religious Education. 

A Comprehensive Text-Book. By the Rev. Wm. Walter 
Smith, M.A., M.D., Secretary of the New York Diocesan Sun- 
day School Commission. Cloth, 8vo, $2.00; by mail $2.20. 

The Elements of Child Study and Religious Pedagogy. 

In simple and practical form. Illustrated. By the Rev. 
Wm. Walter Smith, M.A., M.D. Cloth, 90 cts.; by mail $1.00. 

Sunday School Teaching. A Manual for Teacher Training. 
Sunday School Pedagogy, Child-Study, and School Organiza- 
tion. A Manual for Teachers and Normal Classes. By the Rev. 
Wm. Walter Smith, M.A., M.D. Manila cover, 25 cts. net. 
Postage 5 cts. Third edition, revised and enlarged. 

Atlas of Bible and Missionary Maps. 

A handbook of 62 maps, for teachers and Sunday School pupils, 
covering Bible and Church History. Historical and tracing 
maps for individual study. Prepared by The New York Sun 
day School Commission. 3d thousand. 15cts., by mail 18 cts. ; 
10 or more copies, 10 cts. each, express charges additional. 
Orders for any of these may be addressed to 

THE TODNG CHDRCHMAN CO., MOwankee, Wis. 

OR TO 

THE NEW YORK SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMISSION 

73 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 
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Sunday School Commission 

Diocese of New York 

73 Fifth Avenue, Telephone Stuyvesant 3635 



Rev. Canon Pascal Hauboweb^ Chairman, West New Brighton, N. Y. 
Rev. Wm. Waltbb Smith, M.A., M.D., Sec'p, 416 Lafayette St., N. Y. 
Mb. H. H. Pike, Treasurerj 140 Pearl St., New York. 



Rev. Habby P. Nichols, D.D., Holy Trinity Church, New York. 
Rev. Db Witt L. Pelton, Ph.D., St. James' Church, Fordham, N. Y. 
Rev. Milo H. Gates, D.D., Chapel of the Intercession, New York. 
Rev. Fbank Flood Gebman, St. Thomas' Church, Mamaroneck, N. Y. 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. 

Walteb L. Hebvey, Ph.D., New York Board of Education. 

Chas. W. Stoughton, Esq., 96 5th Ave., New York City. 

Edw. R. Finch, Esq., 37 5th Ave., New York City. 

Db. Andbbw F. Cubbieb, Ascension Church, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 

Pbop. Stephen H. Bayne, Intercession Chapel, New York. 

Mb. Nobman H. Walkeb, Christ Church, New Brighton, New York 
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A (XADED SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEME ACCORIMNG TO THE 



THREE-FOLD DIVISION-INTELLECT, FEELINGS, AND WILL (DOWC.) 

nEU> awaWTARY SECOND DBPAirrMEirr. SWaWTAgY OP ™e NEW YOWC SUNDAY SCHOOt c^^ 

« M M •« «» •* •? 



MRHOO or 

TSACHIMO 



I Stories mat 11 
llttstratloaa. Cw; 
Ic r e t «. Topical 
It r n t b s. not a 
Isyateai. Imlu 
Itlve Self-actiT 
llty. Btble and 
I Nature tratha 
IrorrelatMl with 
lDee«loc Creed, 
la ad Lord'* 
ll*nijrcr 



iMore BucKeatlTP. 
Iwttli irreatpr lo- 
iMatlTe on the 
/part of the pu 
|p«i«- 



IfBlfOBT WOBK 



Lord's Prayer, 

Creed, Hysina, 

Private Dally 

Prayers. Bible 
Teitt 



[■•aim 23. Otber 
I'salms. H/nnt. 
Docaloff. OlorU 
TIM. Ft I Cate- 
cblsB. 



WOBO 



Age 

of 
iBpalae 



SBLr-ACTITITT 
or CHILD 



In Lessons. 
Hymns. Motion 
Songs, Move 
ments. Marcb 
lagi Oamea, Rec- 
Itattona. PiC' 
tares. Sand 
ubie. Black 
board, etc. 



SOCIBTT 
rOB WOBK 



r 1 1 1 e n A n- 
Ptctarea, 
.Note Books. 
Blogmpbical. 
At 11. HIatori 
cnU wltk Mapa, 
rtctnivs. Models. 
.\oto Bks.. Writ 
tea Work, Bible 
Clippings. 



Hymns. All Can 
llclea. Cbanta. 
is CollccU. En 
tire Catecbtam. 
Bible Pasaagea 
In longer selec 
Uona, P t a I m I, 
etc OMer Pray 



Same aa above, 
wltb more writ 
ten Work. Dla- 
ntasloB. Secure 
large personal 
control 01 reclta 
tlon by pvplia. 



Historical a n 
broad. Dlseas- 
Meoal. . Essays. 
Written Work. 
Construct Ive. 
aub Idea. Self 
awnagcsMBt. 



Isau 
tlon 



Age 

of 
HaUt 



The same : but 
la-ss of bodily 
m o ▼ ementa 
More reclutlTe. 



Manual work, 
Written answers, 
Bible and pic 
ture Note Books. 
Map-making (at 
10) In clay, 
•and. pulp: Map 
coloring in cray 
one, colors, dyes 
Models made and 
drawn. Symbolic 
drawings, etc 
Stercograptas. 
Reports on Prin 
ciples lived. So- 
cial Work. 



Babies 
B r a n c b. 
Pont Roll. 

Birthday, 
and Mission 
ary Boxes. 
Junior Auzll 
isry 



Anz 
Mln 
ins Cbil 
dren'8 League 
Guild of the 
HolT Child 



Junior 
iliary. 
isterini 



woBSHic or 

CRIU> 



Occasional at 
tendance at 
part of a Ser 
Tice, with pgr 
enta. Personal 
Dally D c ▼ o- 
tlons. 



Weekly In Cb. 
at SpecUl Ser' 
ricea aa above. 
PriTBte Pray 
era. 



IreedJ 

'oIlectB. 



NIccne C 
Hymns, Collects. 
I'mlrna, I Cor 
13, Serm. on Mt 
Still Older Pray . 
era. Berlew of 
Caatldes. More 
Player Book Se- 
lectlom 



Selections from 
Bible Passages 
esp. 8. John. S. 
Matthew, Rev. 
and MessisBlc 
Propiieclcs. In 
trosjpectlre Ms 
tcrisi. 



Mora PenoBBl 
Rcsesrek Pew 
Qoosttoaa. Sag' 
cestlve tespon' 
•teencss. Pupil 
leaders. Pnplls 
plan own work. 



Sdaetsd Master- 
pleces from lit- 
erary gems. Bib- 
Ileal. Secular, 
Poetical Option 
al 



Age 

of 
Moral 
Crisis 



of 
Romance 

and 
Ideality 



All of abore 
Add macb AltrU' 
iKtIc and Boclnl 
work. Longer 
Ksxays and Bl 
oKrnphies. Group 
or gang (Club* 
Organlsstion. Re- 
ports on work 
done. etc. 



Brotherhood 
of David. 
Older Guild 
of Holy 
Child. 
Jun'r G. F. 8. 

Junior AuZ' 
iliary. 

At l2ycara. 
Knigbts o i 
Sir Galahad 
KnIgbU o f 
King Arthur, 

Scouta. 
Queens ot 
Aralon. 



UI88IOXB 



Stcreoptlcon 
Lectures on MiS' 
sionary Stories. 
Simple Prayers 
for Miaalons. 



DIttOk 



SteteoptlcoB 
Lectures on Mln- 
■ions and Bible 
and Nature Sto- 
ries. 



DIttOk 



Older Private 
P r s Weekly 
Public Wor- 
ship. After 10. 
required twice 
a week. Week 
day Servleea. 
Noonday Pray 
er for Mlaatona 
Cbildren's Eu 
charist. 



Missionary Blog' 
rapblea, wltb 
Story Studied 
and Told: Store 
optlcon I^ecturea. 
Stercograpba of 
Mlaalon Fields. 
Regular Mlaalon 
ary Lsaaona. Map- 
making, modela. 
coatumes. 
dreaacd dolla. 
Mlastsnary Boxes 
prepared. Pic- 
turea of the 
Flelda 



Lecturta on Bl 
ble Stories, Child 
heroes, Mlaalon' 
ary Blograpklct. 



Jr Auxiliary, 
Jr G. F. 8.. 
Guilds of S 
John and S. 
Mary. Wbitv 
or Sll verl 
Cross Guilds. 
Jun. Brother 
hood of 8 
Andrew 



Research work 
on Special Top- 
ics. Claaa con- 
ducted by pupil 
leaders. Confer- 
ences and Ols- 
cuaslons. rstber 
tbsn Recltstions 



OptlouiL 



Age 

of 
Dedalon 



Conserv- 
atism 



Same aa above. 
Mora Individual 
conirlbntloa to 
diacnaalon, re- 
search, theses, 
pspers, etc 



Same as above. 



8r. of all 
above. Sr. G 
F. 8.. Auxll 
lary, B. S. A. 
D'ght'ra o f 
the KiuB. 
Guilds of 8 
Paul and 8. 
Catbarine.etc 



All above. Holy 

Communion. 
Self - examina 
Hon. Older 

i'rnyers, Medl 
tation. Devo- 
tional Reading 
of Bible, etc 



All above. Add 
Worship at 
Saints' Days. 



Study of the 
History of Mis- 
sions. Longer es 
8 a y a. rcadlnga, 
■tody of Missy, 
books. Needs ol 
tbe Fields. Best 
opportunities for 
work. I'srtlcular 
Prayera for Mia- 
slona. 



intensive Btuoy 
wltb Reports. 
Ail of above. 
Personal Work 
and Prayera. 
Intercesaory Ser 
vires. Mission 
nry Boxes. Con 
duct of Junior 
Anslllary. 



Lectures on HU'. 
man Phyatology 
and Morale and 



Uealtb by Physt 
Utttory or 
Miaaloas and of 



clana. 



tbe grosrtb of 
the Cburcli, Ck 
History. CB. U 
America. III. by 
Stereoptlcon. etc. 



rtc. 
iwl 

5 



I^ecturea on Jew 
Isb life and eoa 
toma. HiatoiT oi 
Israel, of Chrlat 
Apoat Ch.. Mia- 
alona. Making 
Bible, Dlacover 
lea In BIbIs 
r^nds. . 



Woma B < a| 

AnxiiUry. 
Bro. of 8. An- 
drew, Daugb- 
tera of tbe 
King, Sanct 
uary Chap- 
ter, etc. 



Same 

above. 



B8 



As above. 



As .above 



._ 



MlaaloB Study 
Classes, Boxas. 
Work. Prayera. 
.Voontlde Pray 
era. etc All as 
above. 



er glvlBS. 






Lecturta on 111 
of Martyrs, 
Salnta. Prayor 
Book- Blstoty. 
Social Work, 
etc.. In addltlsa 
to above m 
jacta. QeneffB] 
iecturas < 
Teaching. I7aa«l 
atercoptlcok 



combined with 10. 11 the same year). 12. 13 or 14. 15 or Id, IT, 18, 20, 21, and Electlves. For the bmau. Scbool, 
Veer, repeat First Year, etc, advancing one grade each year 

NcwYoik. Mo«atcdoarollm«idclolli-lMckcd,14xl7iiiclMS.50ccatt:oapiipcr,2Scciit». 

125 



SUNDAY SCHOOL EXHIBIT 

The Sunday School Commission has 
endeavored to collect, classify, and ex- 
hibit BTSRTTHiMO relating in any man- 
mer, directly or indirectly, to Sunday 
School Work and Teaching. We have 
now an Exhibit of over 80,000 articles, 
from the United States, Canada, and 
Europe — ^books, maps, charts, models, 
pictures, and other aids. The Exhibit 
is open daily from nine to fire, at the 
offices of the Commission, 73 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York. 
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